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Allo of private mens Preaching? 


The ſecond Edition much enlarged. 
By N Junius, Gent. 


Adde this as an Appendix 10 Gods goodneſſe and 
Englands Unthankfulneſle: Imptimacur, 
| | Tho. Gataket 0 
SECT. 1 | 


sin Vine, what is taken away by pruning from the brau- 
ches, is added unto the fruit: ſo ſpeech; ſaith Plutarch, is 

made more plercing,by taking away that which is ſuper- 
flaous. And Seneca afficms, that inſtru@ions pointed 
2 with delight, pierce the more ſharply, and ſtick the more 


2 ſtedfaſily. For which reaſons, in ſpeaking of this — 
Subject, I will onely preſent = Reader with ſome loo 


tales, filed upon à ſtring ; or a few skeivs of tine Suh, cloſe wound up 

bottoms ; which perhaps with à good needle, I could have flouriſhed in- 

efar larger Work. | | | 

Nor need it offend any, that I more.reſpe& the weight and benefit of 
e matter, then the order of handling: Much Gold for a little Care: 
ords and matter cloſe and ſweetly couched, was not wont to be mean- 
e but better eſteemed; 35 3 

There iz a horrid fin ſpread all over this Nation, and lyes lurking in 
lehearts of almoſt who not > which hath nor a ſecond like it; either to 
Wer rhe bleſſings, or draw down the curſes and judgwients of God upon the 
wie Land. And yet men are ſo far from thinking it a fin, that many 
Nleſt with a new ſtart-up white devil) think it a vertue. Namely to 
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contemn, rob and perſecute the Miuiſters of the Gofpel: who above 1 
other men ſhould be honoured, teſpected, and rewarded. Of this End 


few Notions, Apboriſmes, or Conclufrous. Onely I wiſh thoſe whom it (hall 
concern fould hearxen unto me, as they would have God another dij 
hearken unto them. 

S. 2, Miniſters are our Paſtors, to feed us that depend upon then, 
Epbeſ.4.11. They are Gods Husbaudmen; to Till his Ground, and Sow hi 
Seed, 1 Cor. 3.9. They are Naichmen; appointed by God to give us warn- 
ing of inſuing danger, Ezek. 3. 17. They are D1fþenſe/s of the myſteria 
of the Goſpel, and deliver to us nothing but hat they receive from Gu, 
1 Cor.4.1. They are the Stewards of Gods houſe ;, to give every man his 
portion of meat, in due {ealon, Luke 12.42. They are the light of tle 
woyld, and not onely ſhine forth by a holy life, but inlighten us allo by 
their heavenly doct/ine, Mal th. 5: 14. They are the ſalt of the earth; u 
ſeaſon us with wholſome inſtruction and exhortation, Matth.5.13. They 
are Maſter- builders; to ediſie us the Houſe of God, and body of Clif, 
x Cor. 3. 10. They are our Captains; to fight Gods battels againſt our ſp- 
ritual enemies: and our Leaders, to inſtruct us in the ſpiritual Warfar, 
2 Cor. 9. 3.4. They are Gods Embaſſadors; to declare his meſſage to w, 
Epheſ.6.20, They are Coworkers together with God, in converting and 
faving our ſoules, 2 Cr. 6. 1. 1 Cor. 2.9. And ſhould not theſe be honou- 
red. reſpected, and rewarded ?, Vea ho can that man have any intereſt 
in Chrills blood, who is not forced with admiration to ſay; How beautifull 
are the feet'of them that pienrhube Goſpel of pente, bring glad tydings of good 
things, and publ in ſal vation? Rom. 10. 15. Iſa. 52. 7. S. Pauls words ait, 
Let them that labour in the word and doct/ ine, i they rule well, be accounts 
wort hy of double honour, 1 Tim. 5. 17. 

It men did but conſider, that chey cannot be nouriſbed unto eternal lit, 
but by the miił of the Hord; they would rather dere their bodirs might 
be without ſoules, then their Churches without Preachers: And che deul 
char roariug Lyon, is more afraid of ſuch a filly cocꝶ (a poor faithful u 
ſter) then all the other great Beaſts. Yer I tremble to think how little they 
are regarded, | | 

Yea mianyare not afraid to ſay, they can learn more good at a Pig, 
then at a Sermon: (which is a blaſphemy, able to rot our the tongue of a 
Chriſtian,) and theſe rather then goto Gods worſhip at Feruſalem , vil * 
content themſelves with a Ca/f at home. But ſee what cauſe they have, to 
value both the Geſpel; and the publiſhers of ir. "Meck 
: All men by nature are dead in ſinnes, and ivefþaſſes: and therefore vi 
the Goſpel preached unto the dead, that they might be condemned according ud 
men iu the fleſh; but might live according to God in the Spirit. As Peter ſpean pn 
1 Pet. 46. which make the Angel fay to Cornelius, Send to Foppa , aui, 

coll for Simon whoſe ſirname is Peter: who ſhall tell thee words, whereby thu 

and all thy houſe ſhall be ſaved, Acts 11.13, 14. Whence David ſaith, 0. 
thing have ] deſired of the Lord, that I will require; even that I may dell i 
the houſe of the Lord, al the dayes of my liſe, to behold the beauty of t be 4 15 
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ind to vifzre bis holy Temple, Pſal, 27.4. & 84. 1. to 11. And good rea- 
ſon, for ro his taſte ( and conſequently to all that have Davids ſpirir,} 
the ord of God was ſweeter, then honey to his mouth, Plal.119. 103. & 1g. 

WH jo. And in his judgment, more te be deſired then thouſands off gold, and 

flux, Plal. 19. 10. & 119.72, 127. And ſuch likewiſe was wiſe Solomon 

eſteem of ir, Prov. 8. 10. Yea he preferred it before Rubies, thinking nothing 
bi worthy to be compared ts it, verſ. 11.18, 19. yea even Alexander an Hea- 
an hen, thought himſelf no leſſe bound to / viſtotle his Maſter ; (of whom he 
eln 1exrned Philoſoply onely) then to his Father: for as of the one he receĩ- 

GW red 10 le, o ot the other he learned 10 lire well: So that there is 1 

1 bi range difference in their diſpoſitions. Bur what's the reaſon > for the 

Tae 1,94 rd of God, is till the ſame. 

0 bf © The reaſon is this: The former are like Satyres , or wild men, who 

"ON nothing differ from Beaſts, bur in ſhape. Yea ſaith the Prophet; the Oxe 

N nowes his omner, and the Aſſe his maſters Crib; but Iſrael (that is, the 

170 arnally minded of them) hath not known, wy people have not underſtood. 

r tp Iay 1. 3. So that they are more brutiſh then Brafts, Nor do they once 

ſat, I are for that knowledge, which is ritual, cæptrimental, and ſaving: bur 

o ne even affectealy blind. Whence the Prophet Eſay is peremptory. It ig 
and aptople of no underſtanding : therefore he that made hem, ſhall not have 

= tumpa ſſi on upon them; and he that formed them, ſhall have no mercy upon 

oy them, I/ay 27.11, As they regard God, his Word and Meſſengers: even ſo 

75 they ſhall be regarded, And as they chuſe to ſerve Satan, and not God 
SOM in this liſe: ſo Satan, and not God, ſhall pay them their wages in the 

Axt. g 

5. 3. The twelxe heads of Iſracl,as Reverend and Judicious Doctor Half 

If thinks, would never have written their names in their Rods ſo willingly, 

nokta in hope they migat be choſen to the dignity of the Prieſthood. If they, 

1 ill the Princes, had not thought it an hich honour, been ambitious of the 

veferment; they had never ſo much envied the Office of Aaron. What 

"mw then ſhall we think of this change ? Is the Evangelical Miniſtration of leſſe 

wrth then the Levitical ? Whiles the Teſtament is better, is the ſervice 

worſe? How is-it that the great think themſelves too — for this im- 

floyment > How is it that under the Goſpel, men are diſparaged with that 

mich honoured them under the Law? that their ambition and our ſcorn 

wuld meet in one ſubject. | 5 

In Fereboams time, the loweſt of the people were made Prieſts, (whom they 

_--  Wtlemole that make Tradeſmen their Mixifters: ) And now Priefts are made 

are e loweſt of the people ! In all things the Miniſter is held the meaneſt ct 

7% | MEPariſh, till ic comes ro any Tax or Payment, and then they will ho- 

r him ſo far, as to rank him with an Alderman. And what is the iſſue? 
y chat would ſtudy Divinity above all other Arts; when they look upon 

„ contempt, beggery, and vexation that the Miniſtry undergo, turn to 

w, Phyſich, Trades, or any thing, rather then they will enter into this 

gnemptible Calling. | | | : 

But O the ſordidneſſe of ſuch ! who think the term Miniſter contem- 
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ptible; when even Chrift himſelf, who muſt ſave them, if ever they be 
ſaved, calls himſelf a Miniſter, Matth. 20. 28. But let them mock on, like 
thoſe ill-bred children to the Prophet, 2 King. 2.23, 24. Iſaac ſhall be Heir, 
when Iſhmael (hall be turned out of doors. For as, He that deſpiſeth the 
poor, (either in eſtate, or impotency of mind or body) deſpiſeth God that 
made him, Prov. 17. 5. ſo he that deſpiſeth a man for being a Mixiſter, or 
for the graces of God appearing in him, de ſpiſeth, and almoſt deſpighteih 
chriſt himſelf, and the very Spirit of God which made him ſo, Luke 10. 16. 
Exod. 16.7, 8. Matth. 11. 6. 

5. 4. But ſecondly, they not only flight their Function, but they rob them 
of their maintenance: and that two waies: Firſt, Their Patrons (Sactile- 
gious and Atheiſtical Impropriators) rob them, perhaps of three parts of 
their livelihood, in carrying away the principal Tythes, for they have no 
more right thereunto, then to the Cloak on my back. Nor is this all; for 
many a curſed Patron, and pattern of Atheiſme, holds a gene ſice vacant in 
his hands, till he hath ſounded many Chapmen, with a Who gives more} 
And then if Balaams 4ſſe can but dung him ſi/ver enough, he will ſell him 
all che ſoules in the Pariſh. For he looks more to the gifts of the hand, then 
to the gifts of the heart; and had rather loſe his inheritance in Heaven, chen 
tet Chriſt have his inhericance on Earth. N 

I need not tell yau, that when Judas is the Patron, Simon Magus mult 


be the Prieſt: Or if the Patron be a Formaliſt, or Good ſellom, ſo muſt his 


Chaplain be. If the Chaplain be Papiſtical, or Atheiſtical, his Clark muſt be 
ſo too: Ar leaſt if the Miuiſter be conformable and Learned, it matters not 
though he be lewd. Bur let me give you this hint, That Judas with his, 
«Quid vos dabitis mihi on the one (ide, and Simon Magus with his Quid g 
tibi dabo on the other fide, make wicked bargains together. That ſuch 
Patrons as for lucre betray Chriſts flocks into the hands of Feroboams Pricfis, 
make as good bargains as Fudas did, in ſelling his Maſter to the high Priefs 
for thirty pieces of ſilver. Indeed one would think that Judas his halter 
ſhould make them afraid of Fudas his queſtion : Or that all ſuch Patrons 
and Prieſts, ſhould be whiprt out of Gods houſe, which were happy for the 
whole Nation, though ir were by far too ſmall a puniſhment. For cercail- 
ly, if the buyers and ſellers in the Temple, deſerved whipping, the buyers and 
Nilers of the Temple deſerve hanging, or worſe : As who knowes whether 
they therefore ſcape corre ction here, that they may have the greater daw- 
nation hereafter > 
True, while they are d/unh with avarice, and o ut of their wits with an 
ignorant partiality, they will maintain, and would fain perſwade their 
conſciences to think, that they have a right to the Churches maintenant 
They gave good money for ir, or they had it from their Anceſtors and the) 
take but what the Law allows, that is, what their ew, not what the Goſ- 
{ allows, or the ancient Lawes of this Land: and yet they hope nor 10 be 
ſaved by the Lew but by the Goſpel. And let me but appeal, as iſw 
Sroſtead did, from Pope Adrian private; to Pope Adrian publick, and no 
intt reſted in the cauſe.: Or as anorher, from his Paſſion as C lm 
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his Holineſſe as Peter; even from them drunk, unto them come to them 
ſelves, (which will be at leaſt upon their death beds, or in hell) they 
will ſce it to be a curſed ſacriledge,the worſt of all thefts or murthers; and 
that it were far better for Chriſt to have his inheritance in his own hands, 
then to ſtand to their courteſies, who had rather there were no Goſpel, nor 
Preacher in the world, then that their Heir ſhould want a Par ſonage. But 
now, the welody of gain whiſtles out the eye of conſcience; ſo they laviſh 
it out on their luſts. As how often doth the Improprietor, ſome upſtart 
Gallant, newly come to age, wear a Church upon his back, avd the Bells 
a bis beels gingling > while the Minifter whom he robs, is forced to go in 
athreedbare Coat, and the poor Flock are ſtarved in the Country. So 
that the father moſt unjuſtly, with the ſpoils of Chriſt, purchaſeth fields 
of blood, that the ſon may Felteſhaxʒar like, drink caromſes inthe bowles of 
the Temple, But what is the iſſue > They that ſwa{low Churches (like 
dogs that eat hnotgraſſe) never thrive after it. Yea Church livings have been 
more unfortunate to the Gentry of Englaud, then was the Gold of Tholoſſa 
ro the followers of Scipio. | 

$.5. Again Secondly, As the Hinifter is rob'd by his Patron, ſo he is gulled 
by his peopce; who if they can avoid it, will pay him nothing: or if there 
be no remedy, will give him the worſt of their younglings, and that by the 
balues. The people in Moſes time brought ſo much treaſury and ſo many gifts 
to the building of Gods Tabernacle, that the Prieſts were fain to bid them ceaſe 
Exod. 3 6. 5, 6, 7. but men are now ſo ſparing of their pains and coſt, that 
they think that very time miſpent which is imploye d in the ſervice of Cod, 
and that money ill beſtowed, which is given to the maintenance of his 
Minifters. They uſe Preachers, incaſe they like them, as Carriers do their 
borſes, who lay bravy burthens upon their bachs and then hang Bells at 
their ears ro make them muſick : or rather, as Gentlemen uſe poſt horſes ; 
whom they ſpur till they are /pext, amd then a freſh is called for. Mean 
while they fic ſtill, and think to go to Heaven by giving them the hearing 
which commonly is all they give them. 

It is Satans policy, that they that maintain the Truth, ſhould not have 
to maintain themſelves, And it is the pride ofthis ſacrilegious Age, that 
the Miziſter be,alwaies the pooreſt in the Pariſh. They empty their Books, 
they empty their veins, they empty their brains, but they muſt feed upon 
Turnips,and leave their poſterity beggers, Perhaps they will give a — 
great thanks, and if he be a witty man that tick les their ears, and plea ſeth 
their ſenſe ; they will extol him tothe yes. But men cannot Camelion 
like, live by the ayre of thanks, or feed ever the fattcr for others praiſes, 

Nehemiah complained, that in his time, the Levites for want of mainte- 
nance, were fain to leave the Temple, and; follow the plow,Nehem.13.10. 
And Luther of his Age; that this was the cauſe, why the unronſcienable of 
the Clergy beat their brains, and ſer their wits upon the tenttr- to invent 
ſuch tricks of ſuperſtition, as might be advanragious to them, prey for 
the dead, indulgencet, & c. For, ſaith he, when the Covetouſneſſe of the Prieſts, 


and the ignorance of the people joyned woe 3 then they invented Pur- 
3 


24 o 


b 


if | 1 h. ſtowed upon Baalim, 2 Chron.2 4,7. Gods Prophets were glad of bread ani 
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g4tory, Maſſes, Prayer for the dead works of Supererrogation, ſelling of Pardon, 
and all their other trinkets. For it they had nor held our forefathers in 
ignorance, keeping them from the Word, they would never have been 
Papiſis, Bur when they caſt a miſt before che eyes of all the People, then 
the blinde fell ixto that ditch, which doth contain ſo many groſſe corrnptiong, 
And you cannot but obſerve, that they are Coffer Doftrines, that Nome is 
moſt violent ro juſtifie. Maſſes, which bring in maſſes of wealth; praying 
fur the dead, which is a trick co prey upon the living: and lo of ſelling Par- 
dons, &c. Lea what is the reaſon they forbid marriage, and commend 
owes of chaſtity ? but that they may with the more colour allow of Stews, 
and have large fees out of Harlots hiers. 

All which miſcarriages, even of the Antichriſtian Priefts, had been pre- 
vented, if the people would have afforded them, either plentiful, or indeed 
ſufficient maintenance. Learning would have more plentiful allowance, 
then other petty employments, or elle it is in danger to be miſchievous, For, 
if you obſerve ir, where wit and poverty meet, they ſeldom make up an 
honeſt man. As what was the reaſon, that ſo many ſerpentine Preachers 
of the Pyelatical faction, were ſo eagerly driving towards Popery , untill 
their mouthes were gag d, their arms ſhortned, and their hornes broken by 
the Parliament ? but becauſe Popery is a trade, whereby they might become 
exceeding rich: yea their fingers itcht, and their teeth watered after thoſe 
great revenues that are conferred upon the Popiſh Clergy; and which 
their covetouſaeſſe and craft hahgained them. O that they had had no 
ſuch inducement ! or that { ſince they have ſhewn themſelves ſo meree- 
nary, and unfairhfull to him that put them in truſt,) they were all ſo 
ſerved. The Biſhops for their own ends brought them into the Church, 
the Lord of his mercy caſt them out, I mean all, as he hath already 
done ſome, that they may never return again: for it theſe Antichriftian 
Preachers be ſuffered, irs impcflible that ever the Church, or mens lives 
ſhould be reformed, Well may they obſtruct and hinder all that tendi 
cherets- 

Yer nevertheleſſe, againſt reaſon, and all this experience, even in 
theſe dayes of Goſpel-lighr, and ſo much means of Grace, they hold it 
as an Axiome; That to keep Miniſters poor, is the onely way to make them 
ſtudy. Therefore they muſt be dieted lite Horſes for # Race, not pampered, A 
fat Bird, ſay they, will nor ſing; afat Dog cannot hunt. 

8 6. Men will have a care, that Miniſters ſhall not be both wealdhy 
and faithfull : rich and not true; or true arid not rich; both rogerher 
were a mitacle. Whiles we had leaden Prieſts, we 'pay'd golden Maher: 
and were then perſwaded, that hlaſpᷣhemy and drunkeuneſſe were tolleruble 
fins in reſpect of ſacriledge. But nom, thoſe that in our conſciences teach 
us the true way to bleſſedneſſe, we think unworthy the worſt of ht we 
have. To advance ſuperſtitious fopperies , the ignorant and ſupe#ſtitions 
think nothing coo much. Wicked Athaliaand her children, brake up the 
houſe of God, and all the things that were dedicated for his ſervice, tht) 


water, 
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per, whiles Ng abelt four hundred trencher-Chaplains, were fed as dai” 
jly as the King himſelt. Should we have ſiperſiztions and idalatrous Prieſts 
lu in, Rome and Italy,) that more aym at the Churches goads, then the 
(arches good: at the ir nu benefit more then the peoples profit, it were 
ms, Mac for them, ro purchaſe both mens praiſes and purſes: whereas every 
h Mpcooy they part with, ro a faithful and painſul Paſtor, is drawn from them, 
in Wu ſomany drops of bloud from the heart. As O the d ffetence between 
. Mitcſe Sunſhine dayes of the Gofpel, and the darkneſſe of our Forefathers times: 
nd ben even the comfortable ule of the very Bible was inte rd icted them, the 
we; mn language concealcd, and they bound with a Curſe not to read it. 
kit fares at this preſent in other places: tor there iy not tobe found in 
te- In family in Spain, the Bible in their known language; bleſſed be God 
ed br our plenty. The Ponti ficians, inſtead of claſhes, bang padlocts on the 
due; that they may uncenſured, wath after their amm luſts; that thoſe 
or, u might be lawes, and thoſe lawes guide the lives of the people. As 
an Mrſembling Theeves, who put out all the ligt: that in the dark they may 
ers Moore ſecretly ranſach the houſe. | 
ill WY We read Matth. 13.25. That while men ſept, the Euem came aud ſomed 
by Wives, Let the Preachers but ſleep a little; how quickly will Satan caſt in 
ne Mike ſecd of errours. Let Moſes be nonreſident fourty dayes; though he went 
we Moferch the Law: yet in this while Iſrael hath calved an Idol. There is 
> Knthing more eaſie, then to decline, if ch, ſet not watchmen over us, 10 
no ut uu a/wayes in remembrance, 2 Pet. 1. 12, 13, 15. Needs mult the City be 
e:. Min danger; where the Alarum bell rings not. | 
ſo ut bleſſed be God, we have faithful Paſtors in moſt Pariſhes z and the 
b, Ihe lies open in our Churches, in our windowes; God grant we ſhue it not to 
eur own ſouls, Which is mightily to be feared, if we cannor be at the leaſt 
en, Weſt for our Religion: if we can be content, to do God chargeleſſe ſervice. 
es I True, theſe men, I mean Proteſtants at large; are as indifferent as Do- 
„h d Kiiching; Who being Abbot, was firſt the Popes ſworn ſervant, then 
u half Papiſt, King Henry having caſt off che Pope, a Proteſtant under Bd- 
wird the ſixth, a down right Papift with Queen Mary, and a Parliament 


n 

it {ſtant again, when he took the Oath of Supremacy under Queen Elixa- 
n Wh. For let them hear of a change in Religion, ir ſhall never a vwhic 
A Frouble them: what cares a ſtupified Worldling, for the removal of our 


Cmdleftich ? What is it to him if the Superſtition, and blindneſſe of Po- 
* overſhadow the land, and turn day into night? it is nothing to 
if he can but ſee to get money. Light or Darkneſſe, Scripture or tres 
lum, the King or the Pope, Chriſt or Antichriſt ; are all one to him: to 
ly 4 Sermon, or ſee a Maſſe ; he likes them both alike. 
It was gain that made Diane ſo great, and Demetrius to voa and make 
a tumultuous ſtir for her, Its far other wiſe with our Miniſters; they 
keit their brains, and ſpend their ſpirits, pour our their prayers, plut and 
tontrive all they can to ſave our poor ſoules: which being our caſe, Whar 
auſe have we to fear the removal of our Gandleftich ? and that God 6 uld 
F A 4 cava 
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ſo unworthily reward them. If we preſume to coſen God, to purloyn the 
maintenance of his Miniſters, is not this to point God the way to plague u 
and to ſend upon us 4 famine of preacbing, who have brought a famine u 
on the Preachers? Is it not juſt with God, to take away the lamp from th 
Nation, which hath taken away the holy oy! that ſhould maintain it? And 
Lord | fear that England (hall want the Gofpel,when the Barbarians receing 
it : becauſe England had the Goſpel, and would not give a penny ( more 
then forc*c unto) to keep it. ; | 
And this (whatever carnal hearts conceive of it,) were 4 greater judg 
ment, then the loſſe of the Sun our of the firmament. Behold the dayes com, 
ſaith the Lord God; that I will ſend a Famine in the Laud: Not a famine 
bread, nor a thirſt for water; but of hearing of the Word of the Lord, Amos i. 
11. Now a famine of bread is a ſore plague, when a woful OMother, fir 
her ſelf and ſon, is dreſſing their laſt proviſion. The extremity harder, when 
Mothers by turns eat up their own children, as it fell out, 1 King. 17, 12, 
2 King:6.28, But this was nothing to à dearth of the Word, Even Sem 
an Heathen could ſay, It is better not to be, then not to know. Better unbn 
then untaught. Which if true of humane knowledge, how much more ai 
the divine and ſupernatural knowledge of the Gofpel ? For This is life ein- 
nal, to know the onely true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſeat, Joh. ij. 
3: And look te it my Brethren, leſt you rob your ſelves and your 
poſtericy to the worlds end, of injoying this watchleſſe mercy, this wine 
yale['d pearl, | 
' You indeed ſer a low price upon ir, and thereaſter deal with the pub 
liſhers of it; but O what large bribes would Satan give to have ſuch men 
hold their peace, if they were of ſome great Lewyers mind? Yea 1 dare 
fay, his ſervant the Pope would give them more to be ſileut, then you ill 
willingly giyethem fot all their pains in Preaching. | 93 
5. 7. Magiſtrates are the Arms of the World, Counſelors the Brains, Lan- 
yers the Towgues, the Nich the Stomacks, the Poor the Backs, Mœchants ihe 
Feet, Officers the Hands, and Divizesthe Hearts. God made thee, thy Pur 
tber (as a coworker together with God) ſaves thee, Where is another equi 
valent to God and his Ambaſſadour ? And yet asif God and his Minifr 
had nothing to do with us, and nothing had done for us; there is none 
whom we ſo boldly defraud. Our beſt things ſhould not be too dear for 
the Lord, whoſe both they and our ſelves are. And thoſe that ſight for 
our ſoules, againſt ſpiritual powers, may challenge maintenance from us, 
and it is a ſhameful unthankfulneſſe to deny it. Nor do Miniſters more 
rake pains then they pray for us. They beg and dig, and dig and beg, u 
that good Vine-dyeſſer did, whoſe Mattoch kept off the Maſters Ax, Lult 
13 8,9. Befides; be can never be truly thankful to God, who is unt 
full to the means, by whom God doth him good. 
Wben Abrabem had vanquiſhed the five Kings, and delivered Lot a 


leave us inthe dark, ſince we love dathneſſe more then light : And u 
take away out faithful Miniſters from us, when we ſoill intreat them, ud 
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wlll bis family ; tbe Ng of Salem met him with bread and wine, But we re- 
ward our Champions, that ſtand in the gap to defend us, as the Fees did 
Chriſt, they give us wine, and we return them vinegar, For either we tra- 
luce, and ſpeak evil ef them, as Abſalom did of his own father, 2 Sam. 15. 
3. Or we unjuſtly accuſe them, to get away their Livings, as falſe Ziba 
did boneſt Mepbiboſheth. Or like Mules, we ſuck their milh, and then ich 
them with our beeles, which is to ourdo miſchief ir ſelf, Yea ſometimes 
it fares with them, as it did with the two milch Kine that carried the A1 
of God back from the Philiſtines to Bethſhemeſh, that were for their labour 
burnt in ſacrifice, as ſoon as they had done that good cflice, 1 Sam. 


6 


14. 
But fare they well or ill, they go on in diſcharge of their duty, which 
proves them to be like the Apoſtles of chriſt, who though they were beaten 
for Preaching in the Name of Feſus, yet ceaſed they not to teach and preach the 
Goſpel, and to win all they could, Act. 5. 42. They are content to be lo- 
ſers themſelves; ſo they may ſave others, and win them to God. And 
what the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 9. Though 1 be free from al men, yet have 
I made my ſelf ſeywant unto all, that I may win the more, verſ. 19, I will 
moſt gl adly beftow, and will be heſlowed for your ſoules: though the more I 
love you, the leſſe T am loved, 2 Cor. 12.15. the ſame may they ſay. In- 
deed ſome there are, that prefer a puffe of fame, before à ſolid weight of 
glory. Others that are like an unconſcionable Hoſftley; who not onely 
robs the dumb creature of that which is due unto him, but ſo charmeth bis 
1. ¶nwouth by a trick he hath ; that he cannot reliſh any other meat, be it ne- 
ver ſo good, and whol ſome a long time after. Or perhaps he does as if 
pub-B Nurſe ſhould for wages, take children to nurſe : and inftead of offering 
nen them the breaſt to nouriſh them, give them poyſon to diſpatch them. Or as if 
dare a Phyfitian, ſhould take charge of a ſick Patient: and inſtead of giving him 
wil proper Phyſich, deliver him poy/op : for ſuch there are to my knowledge 
who preach like the Serpent once to Eve, Gen.3.4,5, Or as Corab, and bus 
0 coufederates ro Iſracl, Numb.16.3. Or as thoſe four hundred ſalſe prophets 
did ro Abab, 2 Chro. 18.1 1. who whenſoever they hear the Bell tale for a 
wicked man; may juſtly cry out, there is a ſoul going to Hell, whoſe blood 
will be required at my hands; becauſe I was not faithfull, bur inſtead of 
diſcovering, and rebuling for ſinve; 1 flattered ſinne, and flouted boli- 


cording to their peoples difÞofitions, as not daring to ſpeak to the full ex- 
tent of their canſciences, for fear leſt by diſpleaſing their Audztory , they 
ſhould loſe rheir ſalary. Nor dare they reprove great mens particular 
ſins, becauſe ſuch an attempt would bring them into contempt. Bur bow 
unlike arc ſuch Meſſengers to Eliab, in his perſonal dealing with Abab ? 
to Eliſha, about Jehoram? Feremiab, with Paſhur ? Amos, with Amaxiab? 
John Baptiſt, with Herod ? our Saviour, with the Scribes and Phariſees ? 
Steven, with the high Pricſis and Elders? yea S. Paul with Peter his 
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fell om Apoſtie, and with E/ymas the Sorcerer, moſt of them mighty and ee 
ent? | 2 ** „ oo 
74 moſt pitiful is the caſe of ſuch a people, whoſe fins are ſo connd 
ved at, exce pt conſcience makes a ſupply,which were extraordinary. Indeed 
if char be awake ic will fear no man, but dayes check a Magiſtrate, controle x 
Prince. And admit it may ſometimes ſlumber (as no woman is alwaics ſcolg- 
ing) yer when it awakes, it will ſpeak, and ſpeak home. 4 
Bur I ſpeak not of thoſe trencher Chaplains, who out of coverouſneſſe 
and for want of courage, betray the truth; who are more careful for their 
own profit and quiet, then of ho peoples good, or Gods glory: for theſe were 
never ſent of God, and it's mect their wages ſhould be according to their 
work : and yer I would rather erre in giving a vf his due ( it he be ap- 
pointed my Paſtor) then in the leaſt detain from a faithfull Shepherd what 
of righr belongs ro him. 

But I tell you of ſuch as fear God, and are of his ſending , who think & 
better to loſe mens favours then their ſoules, and will be ſare to diſcharge 
their conſciences from the burthen of any ones blood. As Gods glory will 
make a good man ſpeak , even when terrour ic ſelf hath commanded 

lence, | 
4 A conſcionable Miniſter reſembles David, who would venture on a Ber, 
rather then leſe a Lamb: and Facob, who would endure heat by day, and 
Foft by night, rather then neglect his flocks. And Mofes, who would fight 
wich odds, rather then the Catte/ ſhould periſh with thirſt. Only a Balam 


wants this mercy. 
And what though men remain obſtinate for a time? When wood is 


WING! green, it will nor preſently burn, yet if it be long blown, it will take fire, 
EBIT and flame at length. Or admit che worſt, yet ke will not be ſilent. Good 
ec put into a flomach corrupt, feavouriſh, or hydropical, doth not more 
| nouriſh nature, then the diſeaſe : yer we do not thereupon forbear utter- 
SRI! ly togive them meat, bur rather ſtrive to purge out thoſe bad humours 
ich cauſe the offence, The Lord by his Miniſters, gives every of us 
| | | ght, let us beſcech him alſo for clear and ſound eyes, thar we may find be- 
| U nefit, and take comfort in the light he hath given us. | 
Ss. Igrant, that in ſpeaking of this ſinful fn of Sacriledge, even the 
I moſt conſcientious and faithful Miniſte/s are too ſparing: Not for thar 
BELT Sacriledge ſcornes to be reprehended , not for that he is taxed of in- 
WET diſcretion that meddles with ir, but that it may appear they leaſt of all 
ſeek themſelves, And for that they ſhould thereby ſo prejudice their 
Ihearers, that they would little regard what ever elſe they do deliver. 
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weeſonable, ingrateful, abominable and prejudicial ſix to our ſelvts, of all 
f! r fins. 7 | f : 


1. Moſt unjuſt, for we partake of the Preachers yoods (they bring us the 
tidings of ſalvation, would furniſh and endow us with the ſpiritual, 


valuable, and laſting riches of grace and glory,) and ſhall nor they partake 


fur goods, that are inferiour, earthly and periſhing ? Let him that is taught 
v the word, communicate unto him that teacheth, in all his goods, ſayes the 
tolle, Gal. 6, 6, He ſpeaks it to all that are 14yught inthe Word : even 
1 Lagers, as well as to Houſholders, And none but thoſe, who wwuld give 
2a pafport to offend, can deny this to be New Teſtament, and to be moſt 
and cqual. Yet to go home to that place, or to bring that place cloſe 
— to mens conſciences; would appear harſh, in theſe times of Goſpel 
bt, or New light s as they call them : if am man does not communicate, and 
communicate in all his goods: God is not mockt, Gal. 6 7. ſo it falls, and I 
ur it falls heavy on many amongſt us. Again (ſaith the ſame Apoſile,) 
ne have ſowen unto you Ipiritual things, zi it agreat thing if we reap your 
carnal things? 1 Cor.g.11. Do je net know, that they which miniſter 1 — 
hey things, live of the things of the Temple; and they which wait at the Al- 
ur, are partakers with the Altar? Even ſo hath the Lord ordained , that 
thy which preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Sofpel: veil. 13,14. He 
nen many other arguments in the ſame Chapter, that he may meer 
nich mens carnal reaſonings in this caſe : As, imho gotth a warſare at any 
time at bis own charges? who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the 
fk? and the like, the which read at your leiſure, And in Rom. 15. Their 
debtors they are (which proves it not a benevolence or free gifr,) ſor if 
the Gentiles have been made partakers of their Siritual things, their duty is 
aſo to miniſter unto them in carnal things, verſ. 27, The Apoſile calls it a 
lit, and tells us it is our duty : obſerve that. All which is New Tefia- 
ant, if obſtinacy would ſuffer men to take notice of ir, But our Phariſees 
ne worſe then the Phariſees of old: for what ſaith one of the worſt of 
them ? I pay tythes of all thai I have: I ſhould have thought he had lied, 
but that ou Saviour Juſtifics him; even to int and cummin. A Pbariſee 
Jeruſalem, was in this an honeſt man, to many Citizens of Londas: yet that 
pher ſee went to hell, in all probability. 
Lea a Miniſter, muſt not require thoſe dues that are acknowledged 
though perhaps thoſe dues will not maintain him; ) but he is too ſtrict 
(ef cially of the meaner ſort;) and yet ſometimes, and in ſome caſes, 
in loſing his right, he ſhall wrong and do prejudice to other Paſtors that 
lveabour him, and thoſe likewiſe that ſhall ſucceed and come after him 
in his living: yea foſter his people in that fond conceit, of thinking their 
hbour and miniſtry ſo little worth; which ought to be ſtood upon. Ari» 
nus the Philoſopher would take money of his friends, though he ca1*d nor 
forit, to teach them that it was his due, and how they ought to eſteem of 
the riches of the'mind. , Nor did they in former times, think it meer to 
uk 4 nn of God n queſtion : bur {as we do, when we conſult wich either 
nt . | | Lawyer, 
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Lawyer, or Plyſitian,) they would bring him ſomewhar for a preſentj AM 
: + 


you may ſee, 1 King.14-1,2,3. 1 Sam. 9.6, 7,8. 

Fourthly, Why ſhould Mizifters more then other men, take a teſten 
a ſhilling ? when themſelves that make the objection, will not think I 6 
fair dealing from their debtors, but take their full due, and think k ng» 
ther — of juſtice, piety or charity? why then ſhould they impoſe wel 
ſame upon others? 

Fifthly, Admir he take his full due of a poor body; the pooreſt of 
have ſoules 3 and I ſec not, but as the poor may count it a happineſſe th That 
they may have their ite accepted, ſo that the Miniſter in giving tothe 

r, ſhould have the ſame liberty that all men have, viz. ro beſtow it 
where he pleaſcth, and where he thinks it will be beſt beſtowed. Briefy 
A men - have Minifters de jure cedere, they ſhould alſo learn jus reg 
dere. Bur 

$.9. 2. Als it is moſt wwjuſt, ſo ir is moſt unreaſonable. Men wo 
have fre kept in the Sanctuary, but allew no fuel; they would have the 
lamp burn, but without of]: And how do they ſerve Chrift and thew 
fetves in ſo ſerving their Miniflers ? To take away the provant from the 
Army, is to betray it to the Enemy: and fimple ſoules, they do no leſſe to 
their power, then Fit or fink that ſhip iu the midſt of the Sea, whieh alm 
ſhould, ſavethem. Sacriledge is the greateſt theft, yet of it men make the lf 
conſcience. 

The Merchant provides bravery for our backs, the Farmer food for out 
bellies, the Lawyer looks to our eftates, the Phyſitian to our bodies, but the 
Divine ſaverh our ſoules; which is infinitely beyond all: For ſaith chi and 
In the GoFpel, Is not theliſe more worth then the meat, and the body then but 
rayment; and the ſou! more pretious then af, And yer men envy na fff mal 
the prodigious wealth of Merchents, of Lawyers, of any: But they can- ¶ but 
not hear of a Ainiftcy chat hath a Tythe of their means, but their heats If eld 
and ſylenes riſe at it: 'Yea this upon the point is the onely conference, ot 
partly, both in publick 2nd private, how to decreaſe the Miniſters main 
nauce, and yet increaſe bis work: which is like Pharaobs oppre ſſing Gad M. 
people, Exod. 5. Get ye ſtram where ye can fond it, yet ſhall nothing of your l- Ut 
bour be diminiſhed, As good ſhut a Bird into a (age, give her no meat, d bre 
yet bid her fing. * 

Bur what fay they? Though we give them not ſo much as they would have, ©"! 
yet we give them ſufficient: Though not as dues, yet as of benevolence i U 
and free giſt. Though this argument is held of no force in any other I ib. 
caſe, He that works with us by the day, we ſay he is worthy of his w« iff & 
ges, we do not call it a benevolence. Nor will the Lawyer or Phyfila I fi 
give you thanks, though you tender unto them a more conſiderable Fee, ih 
bur for asking of a queſtion. And are Divines ſlaves in compariſon of all * 

other men > Are theuſands bur ſufficient for a Tyadeſinan, and an ade 1 
enough for a Miniſter ? O that men would but read what is written, Exui. l 
23-14. co 20. Levit. 1. 10. and 3.1. & 5.5. to 14. & 23.14. & 23. 10 | 
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42.30, 32,3 3. Deut.14.22,23,24, to 30. and 15. 21. & 12, 17, 18. 
ad 17.1, & 26. 13. to 16. Numb. 1 8. 20, 21,24. and 28. 31. Nebem 10. 33. 
38, and 13.5, 9, to 14, 30, 31. Gen. 14, 20. Heb, 7. 4,8. Luke 1 1. 42. 
chron. 3 1.4. Mal. 1. 8, &c. and 3.8, 9, 10, 11. Amos 4.4. Hag. 1. and 
Chapters. Exch. 43. 22. and but ſeriouſly conſider of them. And 
the in, that none were to appear before the Lord empiy, Exod. 23. 15. Deut. 
16,16, That in paying their tythes, they did not give the worſt of things, 

the ſtarvelings of their breed: but the beſt, Mal. 1. 6, 7, , 12, 13, 14. 
ul That they were not to eat any bread,or parc hed corn, nor green ears, & c.them- 
ches, antill they bad firſt brought an offering thereof unto the Prieſt, Levit. 


tid 


vw rk 23-14 \ 
fly Thar the maintenance of the legal Miniſtry, allowed, and appointed 
dem by God himſelf, was exceeding large and liberal : for beſide all che 


hes of corn, wine, oyl, herbs, herds, flocks, &c. they had fourty eight 
cities ſer forth for them, with the Fields round about them, to ihe extent 
a two thouſand cubits every way. They had the firſt fruits of wine, oyl, 
wool, and in a large proportion, in ſomuch that he was held to be a man 
of an evil Eye, that gave leſſe then the ſixtieth part. They had the firſt 
Born of Cattel; Sheep, Beeves, Goats; and the price of the reſt upon 
redemption ; even the firſt born of men, muſt ranſom themſclves ar five 
ub © fhekels a wan, They had the oblations, and vowes of things dedicated 
Gad. They had the Ample loaves, or cakes of ſhew bread; and no 
ur ſmall (hare in meer offerings, fin offerings, rreſpaſſe offerings , heave 
he © offerings, ſhake offerings, Of ſacrifices euchariſtical they h the breſt 
if and ſhoulder : of other the ſhoulder, and two cheeks. Yea the very 
en burnt offerings afforded them an hide. And beſides all theſe , all the 
dt males were to appear before the Lord thrice a year; none were exempted 
- bur ſervants, deaf, dumb, Idiots, blind, lame, deſiled, uncircumciſed® 
eld and fick, not able to travel. And no one of theſe which came up, 
xr might appear empty handed. Ina word; there were no leſſe then twen- 
CE ty four ſeverall forts of gifts allotted to the Prieſts, by Gods Law; as 
M. 4inſworth, on Ievit.24.9. particularly ſers down» And yet the Le- 
- Bites, were by far the leaſt of all the Tribes: for although they were num” 
d bred from a moneth ald, and the reſt of the Tribes bur from twenty years old, 
and upwards : yet they were but twenty two thouſand; whereas of the 
unt there were fix hundred and three thouſand, five hundred and fifty ;* 
ei usppears Numb. 1. 20, to 47. & 3-15, to 39. compared together. So 
char the Levites Revenues, did exceed the poſſeſſions of any other Tribe 
J 
| 


of the Childyen of Iſrael. And can any reaſonable man imagine, that the 
ſame God, who was ſo bountiful in his proviſions for the legal Miniſtry 3 
ſhould bear leſſe reſpeR ro the Evangelical; which is far more worthy,and 
excellent then the orher? And therefore S. Paul, 1 Cor. 9. doth juſtly 
'B argue from the maintenance of the one, a meet proportion for the fir ſu- 
ſtentation of the other, verſ. 13. 
But as the Zewes, Joh. 19. when they could not ſay of Chriſt, by Gods 
Law he ought to dye; then they ſaid, by our Law he ought to He, weil. 7. i 
9 
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£ by the Law, and by the Goſpel, Clriſts Miniſters ſhould have la 
maintenance: Bur they have a law of their owa making, by wah! 
there is nothing properly due unto them, but the peoples bene 
lence. | W 

Bur admit the ones humility ſhould ſatis ſie the others pride, andutifi®* 
what they think ſufficient for a HMinifter, ind that as a benevolence, | 
free gilt, and not as their own proper dues, What is it they call ſuf 
cient And what is their great benevolence , of which they are apt 
boaſt, and for which they count him their ſervant ? as their very chil 
dren, by hearing their Parents diſcourſe, can in the School thus twit the 
Miniſters children, Tour father is but our fathers ſervant, they maintagh*® 
him, c. which to hear, though from fooliſh children, would make im 
good or ingenuous mans blood to riſc, 

Their contribution is even ſuch, as I am aſhamed to name, nor can 
wich patience once think of it. Perhaps the father of ſuch a child give 
to the Miniſter or Lecturer, if he be worth five hundred pounds, three 
— a Quarter, as he gives to the Belman, for labouring all the year lia 
a Horſes 

InPariſhes that I could name, of late times, it's moſtly leſt to eveij 
mens choiſe. the more ſhame and pity, what he will give to the Miniſte, 
and what do they give ? Nor one in ten gives any thing, though many 
of them no mean ones: yea ſome forſooth pretend canſcieuce for theit 
robbing the Miniſter : he hath taken degrees, is ordained, is a blackcoar, 
2 Presbyterian, an Independent, will not indifferently adminiſter the St 
erament, nor give it men at home when they are fick, as in former times; 
he had not their voice, nor conſent when he was choſen : orthey do not 
like his Preaching, or he is a Raundhead; or I am of another Church, or l 
hear ar other Churches, or I cannot edifie by his Preaching, or he preaches IA 
the Law, and therefore is a raylor, or the like. Of the reſt, the greater he 
part give eighr pence, twelve pence or, fixteen pence a Year. And of thoſe 
that give twoſhillings, four ſhillings or more, they are not very many, 
though great Pariſhes, and the Miniſters, both Learned, Godly, end deſer- 
ung: So that in Pariſhes where were 6 or Ie thouſand Communicants in 
the Biſhops time, there can ſcarce be collected clear to the Miniſter three- : 
ſcore pounds per annum, to maintain him, his wife and family, and to pros 0 
vide portions for his children. Y 

And as for the Country, how many whole Pariſhes be there in the Layd, 
|} | yea how many hundreds, that ſuffer their faithful and painful Miniſter | 
If | (who lies Ledger for the great King of Heaven aud earth)to feed upon cruſts, N* 
and ſpin out ewexty or fourty marks a year, in to a threed as long as his 
life? Or if in other Pariſbes they allow their AMixifter more, is that / 

0 
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more (if they can help ir) any more then a mean Mechanic will get, 


| wich keeping two Appren tiſes, and a Fourntyman, though he play himſelf | 
Or will their great benevolence afford a {aborious Bee, books enough to 


' furniſh his ſtudy, and breed kis children as were fir, or provide them por- 
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Or if ſo, whereas men of other profeſſions, whether Atturneys, Shop- 
ers, Ale-drapers, & c. (not to name the richeſt, as Courticrs, Lawyers, 


. chants) chink ir a ſaiall matter, to get two or three hundred pounds a 


ar, and leave their children five hundred or a thouſand pounds apiece 
to the ir portions. It is counted a mighty buſineſſe, if a Minifter hath an 
ndrcd, Or ſixſcore pounds a year, which will not comfortably main- 


en his charge, and afford him to do that good, which every one expects 


Miniſter ſhould de, have he never fo little. 
Yea a Player, Fidler, or Dauncer is better maintained then a Preacher. 
Ind as if che better part were leaſt to be cared for, men could be content, 


 Wifnced were, to beſtow more upon a Licence io eat fleſh in Lent, then up- 
Won their ſeules all the year. Yea many mens ſhoeties coſt them more 
ina year, then God and their ſoulrs. And dorb not all this ſpeak men 


woſt brutiſh and irrational? yea impious and ungratefull? As God fore 
bid men ſhould profit ſo little by their Miniſter, as their Miniſter profits by 


S. 10. And yet they have ſome peece of reaſon for it, (though there 


be no reaſon in ir, ) For their blockiſh ſtupidity is ſuch ; that they think 
noone live more idely then ſcholars, Vea doubtleſſe they not onely be- 


leve, that Miniſte/s can preach without ſtudy as the Apoſtles did: bur 
that they can live by miracle as John Baptiſt did. For they will ſtoutly 
maintain , that a Cobler may fit at his work all the week; and yer preach 
ino better Sermons upon the Lords day exrempore, then the beſt Scholar 
an do, that ſpends himſelt in his Library: alledging the Apoſites for 
their warrant ; an aſſertion that deſerves the Rod / Neither needs there 
any other refutation thereof, but a bare repetition, or deriſion. For 
what more ridiculous, then to alledge the 4poſtles, except they can make 
it appear, that they ſome way reſemble the Apoſtles. Indeed if I could 
hear Fiſher men or the like, preach or write like the Apoſtles, and like- 
wiſe ſpeak all languages by the Spirit as they did; who of no ſcholars 
nere ſuddenly changed into greater ſcholats, and better Orators then 
ever the World bred up, in the beſt Hi verſities, I would ſubmit to their 
judgments, In the mean time, I cannot but marvel that any ſhould 
dare to uſurp the chair of Moſes, that were never brought up at the feet 
of Gamaliel. Yea I exceedingly admire ar their boldnefſe ! who dare pre- 
ſume to aſcend the Pulpit; as without warranr, ſo without ſtudy: And 
there take more pains, then they have done in their Library. 

Object. But whar ſay they hath not the Lord promiſed touching 
theſe Goſpel times ? I wif! pour out my Spirit upon all fleſh + and your 
ſons, and your daughters ſhall propheſe, your old men ſhall dream dreams, 

Jour young men Mall ſte viſions; And a'ſo upon the ſervants, and upon the 
Handmaids in thoſe dayes, will I pour out my Spirit, Joel 2. 28,29. And 
all thy children fhall be taught of God, Eſay 54.13. Jer. 31. 33,34. Joh-6.45» 


ve have ehe Spirit to teach us, ſo that we need not humane learning, or 


the help of Boot or ſtudy The Nord is ſpiricual, and calls for a f — 
Reader. 
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Reader. *Tis one ly a gracious heart, that can diſcern the myſteries of 
the Goſpel! : Are not the Saints then as able, as well gifted, and as fit og 
preach without learning, or ſtudy; as the Black caats with both. N 
is an outward call from men, equivalent to this inward call of the Spirit 
as common experience proves. | | 

Anſw, Firſt, this Promiſe was fulfilled, Act. 2. 11, 16, 17, 18, when 
Iuke applyes this text of Joel, to the dayes of the Meſſias: when Chriſt dil 
pour out his Spirit abundantly, and that upon all forts and conditions o 
people. As the gift of rongues and languages, the gift of working mi. 
racles, the Spirit of Propheſie, and Divine revelation z whereby they 
were able extempore without ſtudy, to expound prophetick Seriptu 
and foretell things to come z as Agabus did, and the four daughter: 
Philip, Acts 19.6, & 21.9, 1 Cor.14, eſpecially at the feaſt of Pentecefl, 
when the Apoſiles to the amazement of all, were filled with the Holy Ghoſt 
end ſpake to men of all nations, in their own languages wherein they were 
born, the wonderful works of God. And is now alſo fulfilled on all belie- 
vers, to whom God gives his ſpecial grace; as the Spirit of illumination, 
ſanctiſication, regeneration, Faith, love, Obedience, &c. So that God 
Kill gives his Spitit abundantly: yet with this difference, former- 
ly they had extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, but now ordi- 
nary. 

In the beginning, when the Goffel was publiſhed ; there wanted ſuf- 
ficiear men for the purpoſe : whetefore our Saviour by way of miracle, 
chat he might the better convince and confirm rhe ewes in that truth, 
which ſeemed new and ſtrange to them) did indow the Apoſtles with pow- 
er immediately, that on whomſoever they laid their bands, he received the 
Holy Ghoſt, and was inſtantly able, and meet to preach the Goſpel, Acts 8. 
29. bur after that, every man to his ſtudy, as is ſeen by 1 Tim. 4. 13, 
15. 16. 

F. 11. Secondly, of Gifts ſome are real, and thoſe that have theſe 
arc ſo modeſt, and humble; that they muſt be thruſt into the Miniſtry. Se- 
condly, others are imaginary, and in their own opinion onely ; and theſe 
arc alwaics moſt forward. *Tis the dry Keck, and ſcratching Bramble that 
de ſires the rule, Judg. 9. 15. | 5 

The emptieſt barrels, make the loudeſt ſound: the worſt metals, the grea-· 
zeſt noyſe: and the lighteſt eares of corn, hold their heads higheſt, Not 
can I more firly compare them, thea to Kah, Dathan, and Abiramy 
Numb. 16.3. whoſe preſumption of their own parts, and holineſſe brought 
them to the ambition, and affeatien of the Prieſthood. An honour whith 
no man ſhould take to himſelf; but he that is called of Gad; as was Aurum, 
Heb.g.4. And therefore to ſhew what a great, and grievous fin it was; 
againſt Divine order, and authority, ro uſurp the Office of the Prieſthood; 
and to offer incenſe upon this ground onely, without a call from God: 
what was their end ? they thought to level both Magiſtracy, and Mini- 
ftry, by erying donn Moſes, and darm; and crying up the People. 1 


+ ts much upon you, ſeeing all the Congregation are holy every one of them, 
Mc, bur the glory of the Lord appeared unto them, the ground clave aſunder 
:» ne cher, and the earth opened her mouth and ſwallowed them up quick, 
th their families, and all the men that were with Korab ; and all their 
Alo there came out « fire from the Lord, and conſumed the two hun 
Hand fifiy men that offered the incenſe, Numb. 16. Here was a dreadfull 
ment ſhewed upon chem and their conſorts: and why > { for its 
th theſe mens obſerving), but to be a memorial to the Children of Iſrael, 
yo ſtranger which is not of the ſeed of Aaron, come near to offer incenſe 
fore the Lord; that he be not as Korab, and his Company, verſe 40. O that 
we were but. ſeriouſly laid to heart by all amongſt us, that cry up the 
int, The: people are holy, and the Lord is amongſt them; therefore 
bymay not they preach as well as the ſe blackcoates, &c. Though in? 
xd, there are ſundry other examples of like nature in the Word: tha 
nz rightly conſidered, might ſtrike them with terrour, and amazement, 
ſec how it fared with xab, whom the Lord was ſo angry with, onely 
but medling with the Art. which none might touch but the Prieſts 
1, Numb, 4.15. that he ſmote him dead in the place. Now #z3ab's 
tion was good, (as theſe mens may, be) he did it to ſſay the Ark 
falling; for the Oxen ſtumbled and ſhook it: Aab layes hold on 
for fear it ſhould have fallen (but he had better have ventured the 
ling, chen the fingering of the Ark.) For, for this the Lord ſtrikes him 
ad in the place. A notable example of Gods diſpleaſure againſt thoſe 
ttranſprefſe the bounds of their Callings.. As our Saviour ſaich to 
oltates, Remember Lots wiſe : ſo I ſay to all Uſurpers and Intruders in- 
8, tie Miniſters Office, Remember, Oh remember uxxah! His — ſſe 
this ruine; and his preſumption (though. tis conceived he might be 
good man, and did not intend any ill, yer) in uſurping the Prieſts 
fe ce, twas his death: And the like with Sabi Koa: who for 
o- iluming to burn incenſe in the Temple, which belonged to the Prieſs 
fe Ieh whoſc office ĩt was; was ſmote with a Leproſſe, and cut off from the 
ar ee the Lord, and forced to dwell as 4 Leper in an houſe apart, unto the 
of his death, 2 Chron.26,16. ro 22. Arid ſoof FJerobaam, wha caſt 
4. be Levites from miniſtring in the Priefts Office ;, and ordained him Prieſts 
or le lnveſt, and baſeſt of the people, and which were not of the Levites 
Aron. 1 t. 14, i 5. 1 King. 13.3 1, &c, the which became ſiu to the. bouſe 
he eoboam; even to deſtroy it, and cut it off from the face of the earth, ver. 
ch And laſtly, the example of Nadab and Abihu z who for offering ſtrange 
, hre the Lord, which be had not commanded them, were devoured by foe 
cane out From the Lord, Le vit. 10. 1, 3. that all may take heed, of aſſu · 
4 1 office of the Miniſtyy, and aſcending the. Pulpit the Chair of Mo- 
| to offer up the ſtrauge fire of their prepoſteroue cal; leſt fire come 
. from Heaven and devour them: As what leſſe can they look for > 
l exceedingly wonder how theſe Mechanichs dare approach the 


wv Wi; and deliver an Embaſſage from 7 without a commiſſion: for fear 
K caſ 


The Paſtors Advocate: 


18 The Paſtors eAdvoecate. 

leaſt a thunderbole ſhould ſtrike them down again. For what grener yi 

ſumprion can there be, then for a mean man to uſurp the Office o 

Embaſſagour, without the Princes order, or (fommiſſion? Or if ua & 

dare co be fo bold, doth he nor beſides loſing of his labour, and e 

incur the Princes high diſpleaſure, and indanger his own Neck for, hi 

intolerable inſolency. And yet that were nothing in compariſon, d 1 

livering an Embaſſage from God, and repreſenting his perſon: For w i 

is the greateſt Prince upon Earth; to the Almighty King of Hedwen ? nil; 

is King of kings,end Lord of lords, 1 Tim.6.15.Revel. 17.14-8 19.16. ful 

not God the ſame till > doth he not hate preſumprion now, - as much ,, 

ever > and thouꝑh he puniſh not with ſuch vifible, external judgemenh; 

as he did under the Law: yet he puniſheth with ſpiritual judgemenuf}, + 

which are ſorer; as Pride, Self-confidence, Apoſtacy, ſtrong deluling 

the ſtone in the heart, &c. | 
That no man might offer Sacrificeunder the Law, but a Prieft, 

ene in Office, is clear, Exod.28,1. Numb. 18. 22, 23. the Lites, not 

children of Iſrael, muſt do the fervice of the Tabernacle, And for au 

not in office to hare offered Sacrifice; had been death: as appears, 1 (lu 

23.13. Levits.31,33, „% 

Once Gad was highly offended, that the meaneſt or loweſt ot i 

People were made Prieſts by Feroboam, though the truth is, that ſervidhl, e 
was onely fer Calves, at the beſt but golden Calves. What i it d 
for the meaneſt of the People ro make themſelves Miniſters of God ? na 
not themſelves neither; Miniſters of God they will be; yet neither 
made by God nor Man: tis eafie then to gueſſe from whence they cc | 
and by what Spirit they are led. '" 

And Preaching isns great a work, ii nor s greater, then Sacrificing 
and the Sacraments of the New Teſtament, more excellent then rhe Md 
rifices of the Old 2 hence Matth. 1 1.11. Chriſt prefers the teaſt Mi 1. 
er of the Goſpel before John, becauſe he preach'd Chriſt more t ng 
nd more clearly then he did. And if neither Chriſt nor Aaron, (who: 

o richly gifted), would take upon them the Priefthood withour a Cults; 
Hel. 3. 4, J. No man taketh this bonour to bimſalf, but he that is called of ; 
&s Haran mu: ſo Chrift glorified not himſelf to be made an High FMA 
bur his Father calls him; he did nor call Himſelf: How great theo ye 
the raſhneffe and preſuſnption of thoſe-whe fraudulently and via drr 
afſume this Office ta themſelves, wichout an ordinary Call! bun, 

Or how con this ufurparjon of another mans Office withour 8 40 
proceed from any other _ then a horrible pride > - (if we m lien | 
of their thoughts by their actions, as we judge of Springs by M iber 
fireams, and of Trees by their Fruits.) If I ſee a man int into e n 
Judges Seat, and take upon him the Office'of a Fudge withour a ON. « 
may well ſay the man is proud, and felf- conceired : much more tiny 
be concluded of theſe men, that uſurp the wh ner preach, and dime; d 
an Embeſſag; from God, when he hach neither fem them, nor given Wag 


* 


hain : For this kindof 2 by Ley men and Mechanicks ; 
kth neicher precepr, nor preſident in all the Wordof Cod. a 
Nor do they in the leaſt, imitate their Lord and Maſter : For Chrift 
Whaſelf was ſcar, and he ſent his Diſciples, Job. —— As my Fa- 
thet bath ſent me, ſu ſend Ton, Epheſ. 4. 1m. 1 Tim.4.14. And when he 
m deſired to divide the inheritance, he refuſed it, Luke 1214. fay- 
ug, who made me a Fudge? tis not within the compaſſe of my Cal- 


ui Indeed it hach ever been the wont of 3Folves, and falſe Prophets to in- 
b rude themſelvet, and to go of their own accord without being ſent, Yea 
Wi che onely beſt note ro know them by, AZ. 20. 29, 30. Joh. 10. 1. & 

5 2. 1, to 4. Jude 4. They creep in to the Minifify at fome window, 
deck door like a Theef. They creep into houſes, aud lead captive filly wo- 

xs, Cc. 4 Tim. 3.6. As we have many Sects now abroad; in every cor= 

rof the Land : ſuch as creep into Pulpits and private meetings; dt- 

woing others, aud being derei veu themſelves. And hence it is ihat the 

Lard ſo often reproves them for Impoſtors and falſe Prophets, that preach 

about authority and ſending, Fer. 14.14. & 23. 21. & 27. 15. J beve 

It ſent theſe Prophets, yet they run; I have net fhoken to them, yet they pro- 
Feed, So that he is not onely a falſe Prophet that teacheth Lyes, but 
alſo that teacheth without « Commiſſton or Calling (Cas a judicious 

Mine well obſerves) foe vera prediret, ſive ſalſa; whether he preach 

we; or falſe, The Queſtion is not whet be teacheth, but by what 

ant: ir's no asking what they reach, ſince they have no Calling to 


ch. 0 ; a „ 
I.. Much more might be ſaid, againſt theſe mens approaching the 
of pic co preach, As Firſt, if every Phaeton, that thinks hiniſelt able; 


: drive the Chariot of the Sun: no wonder if the world be ſer on fire 


prepoſterous zeal, errour and confuſion. As how many Sects have 
uneung from chis root of exorbirancy > as Arians, Antetrinitarians, An- 
t, Ante Sabbe!drians , Ante Scripturiſts , Enthuſftaſts , Libertines, 
Wille, Letters, Ranters, Shakers, Duakers, Sceptichs, and many the 
u: whoſe Sermons are as full of errours, as a dog is full of fleas: i- 
mal redemption; free will, denying the Trinity, the reſurreftion, the immor- 
200 Wir of the ſoul, that there is any other hel bar here in this life, craig 
Seripteres to be the nord of God, at leaft that the /a is of any uſe,a 
lundred the like opinions 3 whereof many are juch deſperars, and 
ö able ones: thar without a mitatle of mercy, there is no hope of 
or the broacbers of them, And commonly entertain one errour, 
der will make way for the reſt: as in Logich grant but one abſurdicy, 
04 hundred Will Follow. For as goodneiſe is gradual, ſo is wicked- 
*, And as no man atcainet to perfection in vertue-ſuddenly; ſo nei- 
n vice. Tis a proverb amongſt the ,Nettralifts; that except 4 
dat do eat a Serpent: it cannot becomes rage. 
atdly, Faith enilieih by bearing a x — er; not en intruder 


Jae 
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falſe Prophet, as is plain by, Rom.10.14,15,17.whence alſo that expreſfigh 
of the Apoſtles, How ſhell they preach cæcept they be ſeut? Rom. 10. 5. U 
" Interrogation, is a ſtrong negation : they cannot preath Authoriratiye- 
ly, and ſucceficfully, wick Gods bleding upon their labours. And them 
fore Iſaiah (Chap.s.8. ) will not ſtir, till God give him a Commiſſion, 
and bid him Go. Neither will Paul preſume to preachs till Chriſt bi 
him Ariſe and go, Acts 2. Yea Paul to ſhew the truth of his Apoſileſhiy 
and that he was no Impoſtor, mentioneth his Call in the Erontiſpiece d 
each Epiſtle, as Rom. 1. 1. 1 Cor. 1. 1. & 2 cor. 1. 1. Epheſ 1.1. Gal. ii. 
Col. 1. 1, 2325. 1 Tim. 1. 1. 2 Tim. 1.1. Titus 1. 1. "mn 
Thirdly, Whatſoever is not of Faith is ſin, Rom. 14.2 3. Heb. 1 1.6. But 
whatſoever we do, if we do it not by vertue of ſome Command, or Callz 
is not of faith. Theſe men cannot alledge the leaſt precept for thi 
preaching. The power of the Keyes, was by Chriſt committed to the 4 


files only and their ſucceſſours, Joh. 20.23. Nor have any the leaſt promi 


from God of Divine aſſiſtance, in the ſueceſſe of their Niuiſtey, but th 
Matth. 28. Lo Iam with you, &c. verſ. 20. the promiſe is there made ut 


the Apoſtles and their ſucceſſours. Whence when they meer with il 


oppoſition, they may comfort themſelves, by calling to mind their 
and Chriſts promiſe: and ſo cannot theſe intruders into the Miniſtij 
No they cannot comfortably, or ſucceſſefully undertake it. Vea 

as the one ſort, viz. Paſtors in Office that have Chriſts Call, and promis 
of Divine aſſiſtance and ſuccefle in their Miniſtry; may expect to h 


the Devils ſubdued to them through Clriſts name, And Satan to fall li 
lightening before their powerful preaching ; as it fared with the 70 Diſciple 
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ea 


which our Saviour appointed and ſent forth, Luke 10. 17, 18. the ache 


ſort of falſe Apoſtles, that run before they are bid, and preach without 


Commiſſion : can look for no other, then inſtead of being led by l 


Spirit, to be ſcared with Spirits, as the ſons of Sceva wete, that without 
Commiſſion would conjure our evil ſpirits, againſt whom, the u 
poſeſt with evil ſpirits prevailed, ran on them, and overcam: then; 
that they fled out of the houſe naked, and wounded, as it is Acts 19, 13.1 


27. | 
; Fourthly and laſtly, {for I fear I have been too large upon this ila 
dy) If every Mechanick Weaver, or Cobler ; Taylor, or Naylor may becot 
Preacher: how ſhould it not make both Mixifters, and Miniſtry contt 
ptible 7 both preaching, and preachers vile? I know they havo much 
ſay in defence of their cauſe ; eſpecially to ſarisfie, and deceive theit᷑ ue 
proſelytes. Yea to them they will mightily triumph, though before 
victory: But to rational men, that much is nothing : For moſt 0 
arguments are Shoomekers Logick, ſet upon the laſte and ſoundly frets 


and which hang together like ropes of ſand, Yea their moſt plaufible u 


ſons, do but reſemble the Apples of Sodom: glorious ro the eye, butts! 
them, they fall even ro duſt and aſhes. | 


$. 23, Now if it be unlamful, and dangerous for theſe to preach: 
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o unlawful, and dangerous for others to hear them: and that for ſun- 
wry reaſons. Firſt, for that by ſo doing, they give a tacite, and inter- 
pfctarive approbation of their exorbitancies; and ſoimake themſel ves ac- 
eflary ro their fin. Private perſons may become accefſary , not onely 
by yeelding them maintenance, or countenance: bur even. by affording 
them their preſence ar ſuch meetings in an ordinary, and conſtant way: 
for hereby is an open profeſſion, and practice of ſeparation from the lau- 


MM full, and Orthodox Miniſtry ; and as it were a Flag of defiance held forth, 


MW roche reſt of the Churches, Whence we read that not onely Rorah, but 
his conſorts, and companions periſhed with him. The earth it ſelf; as not 
able, or not willing to bear ſo great an evil, (as this rent, diviſion, and 
ſeparation was) cleaves aſunder, (one diviſion puniſhed with another) 
and ſwallowes up ſome of the authours of it; fire from Heaven conſuming 
the refidue. Never ſuch a Judgment do we read of in all the Scriptures 

wcuted upon any fin, as this, | 
econdly, we are oft commanded to love our Mixiſters; yea to have 
ben in ſngular love, and to count them worthy of double honour, 1 Theſſ. 5. 
13, 1 Tim. 5. 7. Beſides the Lord gives us a ſpecial cavcar, and charge 


Ds cake heed that we forſake not the Levite, ſo long as we live upon the Earth, 


Deut. 12. 19. But howcontrary to the ſu precepts, do many io our times 


alk 2 who nor onely forſake all publick Aſſemblies; but even hate the 


Function of a Miniſter, and rail upon them; not upon their perſons, or 
for perſonal failings, but even becauſe they are Miniſtirs. | 
i. Thirdly, it is the Lords expreſſe charge, that we ſhould not hearken 


i unto cheſe Intruders, and falſe teachers; but beware of them, and avoid 


en, Fer.23.16,17, & 29 8,9. Rom. 16.17, 18. Matth, 7.15. 1 Joh. 10. 
Put. 13. 5, 9, 10. From ſuch turn away, ſaith S. Paul, 2 Tim. 3. . Oh that 
nen would be carefull to obſerve the Apoſtles injunction } Nor can we 


in le too circumſpe& therein, Becauſe there are many falſe Prophets gone 


frth{ that either ſpeak out of their own hearts, Matth.24.5,11,24. Af. 20 
19,30,31, Phil.3.18,19, 1 Joh. 4. 1. Or elſe corrupt the Ward of God, and 
Feeh lyes in Chrifts name on purpoſe to deceive, Jer. 23. 25. 2 Cor. 2. 17. It 
ves men therefore, with thoſe noble Bereans, to be more carefull 
ttry whar they deliver; by the Touchſtone of Gods Word. As a man 
ul be wary tp try every peece of Gold, when he hears of many counter- 
tits, Men in this caſe muſt be as wiſe as Serpents, that the ſubtil Serpent 
wy nor deceive them. 
Fourthly, Becauſe there is no way to avoid being poyſoned with their 
"i vine, and errours; except we ſhun hearing them. The Nation is all 
erſpread with errour, but whom way we thank for it> even theſe Tra- 
ther; of bye. When che Devil was conſulted withal, about the deceiving 


Ahab; rheſe were his words, I will go out and be a falſe ſpirit , in tbe 


"WW euthes of all bis Prophets. To whom this anfwer was made, Thou ſhalt 


dice, and ſhalt alſo prevail, 1 Kings 22. 20,4 1,22. 


Nor can other be expected in reaſon x for when the Faunt ain js muddy, 
+ 3 | how 


22 The P after 4 eAdvocat, | | 
how ſhould the ſtreams be clear? If the Spring be poyſoned, well mayi : 
waters be deadly. He that would ſes whether « Fiſh be corrupr, let big i" 
look upon the head: For this docs firſt putriſie. So o know the fla 
of the Flock, look upon the Paſtor, What ſhould direct the bady bur the 
head? and hat ſhould direct the head but the Eye ? The tydes of the 
People, move up and down, are rough or ſtill; according as the winds 
ſtir more or leſſe. They have no other edge, but what is given then, 
by the wherſtone of their Paſlors tongue. And as from the Heart all: 
members haye their life; ſo from the Miniſtiy, he People have their de- 
yotion. The common People are fo tractable, that they will follow thai 
Leaders blindfold, Numb.16.33. Like choſe Bea is, Deut. 14. they ſmg- 
low, and neuer chew the cud. Therefore when Diogenes mer a fellow, that 
behaved himſelf cudely : be gave his Tutor a wherrit on the Ear. 

Nor is it ſufficient that they alledge Scriprure ; for ſo the devil can do, 
Aatth. 4.6. nor is it enough that they deliver ſome truth from the Vi 
—— would not give Satan audience, when he ſpake true: be- 

auſe that truth was but to convey and countenance errour. There is 
ever ſome good corn, ſirewed under « pitfale, and thoſe Eares are alyayes 
full, and weighty ; chat are dieſt wich lime to deceive the poor Nut Mg 

ſnow. And have we not woful experience of theſe men? how under 3 
colour of feeding, and curing mens ſoules: they impoyſon,and kill;hem- 
Their Sermons reſembling a poyſoned Fountain in the way: which the In- 
nocent and thirſty paſſenger lecing is glad ro drink of; but in drinhne 
is ſure to dye for it. Neither is every moyſlure, a preſerver of the Lang 
_. 1 | 

, — will hear them, though out of eurioſity; and preſume upon 
their own abilities: but alas they have more of tho Serpent to beguile, ien 
men naturally have to beware, Therefore if our preſervation, be bus as 
ſweet to us; as our deſtruction is to them; ir behaves us not to ti 
them. In the Lawyers hands, we loſe but our goods : in the Phyſitians, 
our lives onely: but in the hands of a bad Preacher, we laſe that which 
ſurpaſſeth all, our ſoles. Alas, even Satan himſelf ſeems fair; mh 
dreſt up like an Angel of light, Anda f comely apparelled in ſept 
Min, coſens the poor Lambs. That dzmnable Hereztich Frlagius, was f 
man of auſtere converſation : and Falſe Frapbetę, come ever with a rough 
garment next their skins, Who were they that oppoſed Pauls Sermou it 
Antioch? Act. 13.5. but devout women; even religious, zealous pro- 
ſeſſort, that reſiſted the truth, Strange / yet true: Corab, Nathen, and 
Abiram thofe three zeſiſters of Moſes ; were the maſt famaus, and emiliet 
wen in the Congregation. And who more xealous in his way,' ur more un 
Sebukable in his life then Pas! > 'when he was A perfecuror, The tia 
ſters of Satan, rurne themſelves into all ſhapes ro make roſclytes. But 
hall men like Fooles, ſuffer chemſelves like Pitchers, ta be held by che 
. eares by ſuch as ſtudy to cheat them ? Nor will any indeed be ſo taben 
wiih chem, as to neglect Orthadar Ainiflers to heat Furrire, and — 
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It; but Challow braines. A wiſe man will not be hurt by a Serpent: 
tauſc he keeps himſelf out of his reach. But a Fool either by gazin 

d or playing with it, is bitten, As whofare they, with whom theſe ralf 
ſurbers prevail ? but ignorant perſons;as S. Paul gives teſtimony, Rom. 16. 
with fair eech, ang flattering; they deceive the hearts of the ſimple, vetſ. 18. 
Fo is trong, when ic meets with a weak refiſter, . Yea how eaſie is it, for 
nur ro domineer over Ignorance? They lead captive ſimple women, 2 Tim. 
4.6, ſilly women, are eafily led captive by ſubuile men. = 

Now no marvail, that Jacob took Leeb for Rachel; when it was in the 
luk. Ox that Iſaac took Jacob for Eſau, when he was blind, And 
ach is worſe, there is ſmall hope of their being reduced by reaſon 2 
for ler their Teachers deliver never ſomucherroufy or non · ſenſe: they 
all moſt ſuperſtitiouſly admice, and extoll their ſtrange Norions, for 
Yew lights. O ſay they] he revealed ſuch rare truths, that they raviſh- 
ome: But ask them wheat thoſe truths were, they will anſwer « In- 
xd they were too deep tor me, or I am not able to expr: ſſe them, or I 
aanor ſo well remember what he ſaid ; but I hope to be the better for it 
| Rog ps [ live ; and give me theſe Preachers For ſo long as I went to 
ſwrch, I never could profit, or edifice by any thing I heard from thoſe 
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* And this ſo pleaſes Satan, that he laughes in his ſlecve to 
rit, 
þ. 14. Wherefore if ever they be reduced, and theuſands more pre- 
ſaved from falling inte the like deluſion , and brain- ſickneſſe: theſe 
e muſt be put to ſilence, and have their mouthes ſtopt. And 
rice hap 


y it were, that our Forthies in Parliament, would rake ſore 

wurſe with them, as they have with many ſcandalows , and ſerpentine 

s of the Prelatical faction: who did the like hurt another way. 

ough piry it is, they have been ſuffered ſo long, to impoyſen the 

ple, and fill the Land ſo full of deſperate, and damnable errours. 

Thele Serpents would have been criſpt in the beginn ing, even in the FE: 
u ptevent their bytive, ſimging, and poyſoning : fo ſhould the faith 

Waiters haye been leſſe reviled, and contemned; and their people been 

better inſtructed, and preſerved, The way to ſuppteſſe a Schiſne, is to 

ar off the bead : for it will be hard for a Body to move beadleſſe. Yea the 


lud being cut off, the wembiys dye. The Generel being (lain, the Army 
t 


And well they deſerve to be fo ſerved ; were it but for their railing, 

dd Lybelling againſt the reverend, Godly, and Orthodox Miniſters, and 
Unbeſſadevrs of Feſus Chriſt. (did they not withal, poyſon the ſoules of 
their iaple hearcrs.) For that they may wind themſelves into favour, 
(working the more worthy into diſgrace; How do they flaunder theis 

m, and flight their preaching 7 ; 

Did they but (like the Bogg in the manger) onely forſake all Ghrifts 
Minifters; and — every one they converſe withall forſake 

lum too ; it were bad enough: * they take awsy the rightcoufaeſſe of 
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tie righteous Fam them, As 1ſaiab ſpeaks of the Falſe Prophets il K 
time, Eſay 5.23, And make them accounted, as the very filth of the wall 
aud offſcowring of all things: as the Falſe Apoſtles, did the True Apoſiler of 
Chrift in S. Pauls time, 1 Cof,4- 10, to 14. which makes it nò lefle the 
blaſphemy; like that of the Scribes and Phariſtes, Matth.12. 24, 31, 
For blaſphemy is a witting, and malicious ſpeech of detogation: eich 
vgainſt the truth of God, or againſt the God of ttuih, or againſt the frier 
of God and truth. „ 1 
Neither do ſome of them ſpeak more falſly, and maliciouſly ; tha 
others write: For it is ſtrange to ſee, how theſe Falſe Apoſiles* ſhurpet 
theic pens, and n ee they dip them in the gall of the Ned Draga 
that they may write bitter things, againſt the true and faithfull A 
dours of Feſus chriſt. Not forbearing to name, moſt of our Principil 
men. And leſt their own wricings, ſhould not reach far enough; 10 
ſufficiently aſperſe them: they procure Foul mouthed Lillie, their Chan 
pion to aſperſe them alſo, in every one of his Prognoſticatious, and Pa 
phlets; and to propheſie the downfal of all the Presbyterians, Of whon 
they may uſe thoſe words of Paul, 2 Cor. 11, 24. Even fourty ſtripes ſ 
one, have we ſuffered from this unbelieving Few. A Fellow, that no 
, onely deſerves to have his tongue cut our, for his blaſpheming the cia 
firy : Bur to be ſtaned to death, for filling the Land with Fortune te 
lers, and ſuch as help men to their Rolne'goods,” For that is the Art, be 
moſtly teaches, and lives by. As for Divinity, he is a mere ſtranger to ij 
or elſe he would know that theſe men whom he ſo envies, ſooffes at, nick 
names, railes on, ſlanders, and perſecutes: are unto God as the Sight 
upon bis right hand: Or as the Apple of bi own Eye, Jer. 22.24. Zach. 
3. And that whatſdever wrongs, and contumelies are done to them; 
he accounts as done to him, Pſal. 44. 22. & 69.7. & 74. 4, 10, 18, 22,3 
& 83.2, 5, 6. & 89. 10, 5 1. & 139. 20. Prov. 19.3. Rom. 1. 30. & 9. ic. Hui 
10.22. & 25-45. "Luke 21.17. 1 Sam. 8.7. & 17.45. La. 37.4,22,23,u, 
& 45.5. & 54017. Alls 5.39. & 9:4,5. 1 Theſſ. 4.8. John 15. 18, 20,2143, 
24,25: Numb.16.11. And that it were better for him, (if he repent no) 
. that 4 Millſtone were hanged about bis neck ; and that he were caſt into il 
Sea. Mark g. 42. That God wilt deflroy him for ever, and root him ont of th 
Land of the living; whoſe tongue bath imagined ſo much miſtbief ; ant 
like a ſharp Razor, that cutteth deceitſully ; loving to fpeak evil mare the 
god, Plal. 52. 2, to 5, That God will confound him, for r Meſ- 
engers, and deflroy bim with « double deſtructian, Jer. 17. 18. + That Got 
will render unto him ſeven fold his reproach wherewith he hathreproached i 
Lord, in reproaching them, Fal. 79. 11. And that he will #4in upon bn, 
faares of fre and brimſtone; with ſtormes and tempeſis, Pſa): 11. 6. and 
after all, caſt bim inta 4 furnate of fire; where ſhall be wailing,” and gnaſbig 
of teeth fer evermore. While they whom he now deſpiſeih, ſhall ſhynt's 
the Sun in the Kingdoyry of their Father, Revel. 19. 20. Dan. 13. 3. B 
alas poor man? he never met with theſe places in all his reading * 
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dat as our Saviow ſaid of his murtherers, Father forgive them, for 
ben not what they do ! ſo may the Miniſters ſay of him; Father —.— 
bm, for he knowes not what he ſayes, - '' av 1 N22 
I conſeſſe I much fear, chat Gad will not forgive him : for if Dari 
was ſo diſpleaſed with Hauun, for abuſing his ſervents, 2 Sam. 10. then 
ſurely the Righteous" Lord will not alwayes endure ſuch, and. ſo. many 
qweliſh 'indignities, as he hath done to his ſelect ſervants of the Mini- 
fy, and to himſelf, > | o* dit e 
But he will ariſe, and ſaire thorow the loynes of them chat riſe againſt 


— him, and of them that hate: his Embaſſadours, that they riſe not 


up again. Though Moſes bear the reviling of Airiam, yet the Lord 
' will not; whileche is dumb, God ſpeaks; while he is deaf, God hearcs 
and tices The more Gleot the patient is, the more ſhrill will che 
wrong be. | | 
And har 1 ſay unto him, I ſay unto all that ſeorn at Miniſters, Nick- 
name them, and revile them as Antichriſtian, Baal: Prieſts, Legaliſts, trau- 
bers of Iſrael; ſaying, their Calling is Antichriſtian, and their mainte- 
nance Antichriſtian, with whole loades of the like. Yea let ſuch know, 
chat Chriſt takes the indignities done to his Embaſſadours, as done to him- 
ſel, be that deſp iſeth you, deſpiſeth me, Luke 10. 16. _ 
And ſo much to ſhow, that theſe Falſe Apoſtles deal by the true Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt; as Zedehiah, and the reſt of thoſe 400 Falſe Prophets did by 
Mishajab,''2 Kings. 22. And the Badlites by Elijab, 1 Kings 18. And. 
thoſe other Falſe Prophets by Feremiab, Jer.26.8,9. & 18. 18. And the 
= Priffts, and Phariſees wich Chriſt, And Simon. Magus by Philip, Acts 8. 
And the Falſe Apoſiles, together with Zlymas the Sorcerer, Demetrius the 
Sitver ſmith, and Alexander the Copptry/mith did by Paul, who oppoſed | 
— — bis Preaching ſore, and did him much evil, 2 Tim. 4. 14, 15. 
$13.8, | . 
For (which is the miſchief, and the end for which they do it) be cheir 
flindere, and aſperſions true or falſe : the Common People will not once 
queſt ion, but ſuſpe& the men: whereby their Miniſtry becomes altoge- 
er ineffectuall. Vea hereby it comes to paſſe, that the one part of 
their Pariſpes, forſake the public Aſſemllies to hear in coruers; and tar 
' the reſt are either hindred in good, or hardened in evil, As lop off the 
* a Tree, and it will bring down a great number of ſmall branches 
Wit ir. | 191 E 
S. 15, I come now to anſwer the laſt clauſe in their former ObjeRion, | 
vx. Thar they can conſtantly preach upon all occaſions : and yer ſit at 
theic work-all the weck. | 
To this I anſwer, that their preaching is thereafter; which would | 
be conſidered. As O that their admirers,” had but braines to con- 
— chat as every ſound is. not muſick; ſo every Sermam is not prea- 
< N 1 n a hae wal a | © 22 ö 
1 grant many of theſe Enthuſiaſts, . theſe tuſticall, and; IIliteratę 
| EY . TD uſurpers; | 
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uſurpers 3; ace 25 much to be admircd in one ſenſe, fe che 424 thy 
ere in anether. For rome it is a wonder / how many of then e 
preach, and write ſo Loge diſcomſes as they do z and deliver ſo die mand 
in dem: for to me it is more ir and painfull to throw out my 
ara empty, then when chere is aſtone, or other thing of weight in is, 
However, daily experience teacheth, that ene may ſpeak as much in g 
few words, as another in many. Fezſas wrote more in a few leaves, 
then Murſus in large Volumes. Plut@&chgives Photion the praiſe, to have 
ſpoken bester then Demoſthenes: becauſe when he ſpake ; in few words he 
| hended mach matter. And what Tully ſpeaks of Lucullus, and Her- 
.: duc the former delivered matter, che other words onely, may 
| well be applycd to the learned, and unlearned. For whereas the 
din diſcourſes of the one, do inrich the brain and rongue, ſetile 
| ehc heart, change the will, and work upon the affections: rhe other 
eicher calke much, bur ſayes nothing ; or affirmes much, and 
= proves nothing; or by his weake proofes , berrayes many ſollid 
machs; or moſt indilcreetly , confuſediy, and independently tum- 
{7 bles our Seripture; whether cheats, precepts or promiſes; without ap- 
j ing chem judiciouſly, or ſhewing to whom they belong. Like a for- 
Giſh Archer, that ſhoots ax random, not once caring where his arromet 


And is this like to prevail with rational men? and turn Aileiſts into 
Chriftians, Alas no: for what is chis handling the wrd other 7 then 

# a» if bild hould finger « lute, which may pleaſe other children like him- 
1 'Felf; bus to men it is no mch: for mulick, is no muſick without 


LS: @&f. | 
WE It I ftep afide, to round theſe Ruſtichs in the Ear about their extemps- 
BE vey Sermons, and ill uſage of the Mixiftry : pardon it; perhaps what is 
loſt in the Hundred, will be gained in the Shire. : 
We complain ef dromſineſſe at a Sermon, and no wonder, When he 
car bearcs, hath onely thoſe affections chat the ſpeakers rongue gives 
© him. And he inſtead of bringing in fem words much matter, and quick 
bes the purpoſe ; delivers « flood of words, for adrop of divine reaſan; 
Nine water, for one of wine. Venting only many trivial, dull, and 
Ly things, Like ſome women in travail, brang forth their Childras 
$ fill born. Or in caſe the matter be good, yet for want of judgment; 
i is much impaired in the form. As being rudely huddled up, and fags 
vs 225 and confuſedly tumbled out, without order, art, inventi: 
oa, wir, learning, &c. Which to 8 judicius Auditor, is very nauſcous, te: 


1 Io - ous end rh ſome. ; a 5 
93 Wberens on the other fide, when matter is well couched ; and deli⸗ 
= vered in a fic phraſe ; When in fewnoſſe of words, there is 2 of n- 
u; When a Sermon is pichy, and pathetical, brief and yer full, conciſa 
| nnd yer clear, unaſfe dad ond yet accurare ; when we ſhall perevire ia 
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3 pyling one ching upon another; ill, and independent- 


FEELS SEVERE 


wich a Patch plaimneſſe; When he 


ſpeaker a grave eloguenee, 
Gall ſpeak ſpiritual chings in wal. words, wah ſpunual devorion 
and zeal. When the ord ſhall be brought home to the conſcience, and ap- 


ed cloſe. When we ſhall be convinced, and the ſetrets of aur hearts ſhall 
te made monifeſt, How ſhall not aur bearts burn within au boſomes,and be 
gicked ? Ten bow ſhall we nor fell down, a worſhip God, and report 
thet God is in ſuch aMinifter of a 1th, As it faced with thoſe Diſcipies, 
ghom our Seviear preached unto aſter he was riſen, Luke 24.32, And with 
Peers converts, Ads 2.37. And that: anbeliever ſpoken of, 1 cer. 14. 24, 
25; Norcan any man (nor flark dead) have a motion eo ficep; ar 2 
lrely, and ſearching Sermon. | 

' Divinity well ordered, cafts forth a bait z which ang/es the ſoul into 
the ear, and rakes both the ſenſt, and the wnderfanding, Yea binds the 
vill to ber good nbearing, There is a kind of Megich in the tongue,thar 
can charm a wild mans motions. Eloquence is a bridle, wherewich a wiſe 
man rides the Monſter of the World the People. Words are nor all, nor mar+ 
ur all, nor delivery all, bur a good ſubje& or argument; excellency of 
matter, variety of diſcourſe, elegancy of phraſc, manner of handling, a 
good delivery, with ſome earncitnefle of affection, and Gods bleſſing up- 
on 
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Ic is much moving in #n Or4/0%/, when the ſou! ſcems to ſpeak, ns 
nell as the tongue. Aufline ſaycs, that Tully was admired more for his 
congue than his mind; Ariffotie more for his mind then his tongue; but 
Nato for both. And another, that Lutber bad matter, but wanted 
words 3 Eraſmus words, but wanted matter; hut A telana bon had both 
words, and matter. Happy is that preacher who reſembles Plato, ang 
Melaxfthon | Happy thoſe heareta, that enjoy ſuch a Preacher: ; 
I cannot ſee. hut Divinity, put into apt, expreſſive, and ſignificant 
words ; If her books, and Sermons were more pithy, and weighty : the 
ighe raviſh her Audieors, far beyond poetry, And what are the princi- 
lures, to draw:thouſands from Divinity ro Pampblers, Play-baoks, 
and poetry; but the weighty lines, and good language men find in 
Potts, And certainly were Diuines as ſubtile, and fludious to ſteal away 
mens affeRians, 25 Poets are, their books would be more regarded, and 
their Sermons take be tter effect in the hearts of men. I have heard ma- 
in carnal men acknowhedge, upon the reading of one treatiſez which is 

„ elegant, and eſſieacious; adorned with variety of cboyce ſayings. 
ilitudes, and exawpler ; that whereas they never delighud in read 
2 ather books of divinity, they were never weary in reeding that aver, 

aver. 8 | 
Tet rake notice of this by the way: ther he who ſpeaks. tothe purpoſes 
and ſo as is above declared ; muſt net look to ſpask ſo every day, A 
wnning, convincing, ſoul-ſaving Sermon: will coſt bub. and rub- 
bing of the brain. I confeſſe ſome ace ſo much for fludy, that they never. | 
ep lato their Library: Bur I could wih they would give ns _ 2 
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1 Cor. 2.1, to 14. & 1. 17, 18. | 
I like thoſe Divine diſcourſes beſt, that are moſt like, and do neareſt 


reſemble what Cbriſt and his Apoſiles have given for a pattern, or preſident 
in the New Teſtament. Which is the ſavour of life untolife, And the power! 
& God unto ſalvation. And that alone makes wiſe thereunto, 2 Cor.2.16, 
Rom. I. 16. 2 Tini 3. 1 5. That i quick, and powerful;'and ſharper then any 


tuo edged ſword : and pierceth even to the dividing aſunder, of the ſoul and 
Pirit, and of the joynts and marrow, and is a diſceruer of the thoughts, and 


WEL. moſt ſecret inter of the heart, Heb. 4. 12. Thar like a Fire, an lite an fan- 


mer, breaketh the Rock in peeces, Jer. 23. 16,28, 29. That ir nor carnal, but 
mighty through God, to the pulling down of ſtrong holds; caſting down imo: 

ll ginations, and every high thing that exalteth it («lf againſt the 67 
Sad, and bringing into captivity, every thouzht to the obedience of 12 
ö . 200 


9 


frequently oppoſeth his preaching, to the preaching of theſe verbaliſs: 


cia 4,1. And indeed, the Gofil is ſo pithy, raviſhing, and rhetori> 
: cal; and wichal ſo lofty and powerful: that to a Chriſtian ear, all other 
Ai vricings are in cotopariſon of it; bur az waſte paper, The Word of C 


- 
San — 


. The Paſtors Advocate, 


ny be compared, to 4 Caxon with bullets: whereas wit, and humane a- 
quence; is but like a Peece charged with powder onely ; which may make's 
great noyſe, but throweth nor domn ſin. Whence it is, the Apoſtle ſo 


who preach themſelves, and not Chrift, That deliver not Gods i; 
but Poetry, Roman hiſtory, the ſayings of Oratours, Philoſophers, &c, crow 
ing their Sermons ſo full of ſecular learning; that no room can be affords 
for Scripture : for which ſee 2 Coy. 4.2, 5. Acts 20.27. 1 Cor. 2. 2, 4,1 3. K 
I, 17. 2 Tim.z3. 15,16, 17. 8 e 
,» know the wiſdome, and learning of the Heathey, and their ſayings 3 
and the knowledge of all lamful Arts; may be of excellent uſe to him, 
that would divide the Word of God aright, and juſtly improve them, to- 
the bonour of the giver}. When truths are confirmed by rhe Goſpels 
enemies; Made clear by natural reaſon; or ſome rate and temarkable 
examples out of Hiſtory, When wholſome matter, ſhall be put into apt, 
ind elegant expreſſiens: ir makes the od more perſwaſive, in working 
upon the ſoul it meets with. Variety of confections, xlrat are cordial and 
artificially made; commend a Banguet; and are abt the worſe , hut the 
better for being gilded. And what judicious hearer would ir not grieve 
to ſee ſo excellent a thing as Divixity is fall into a ſluttiſn handling. WH 
reaſon can any man give? why ſo high a Princeſſe as Divinity is; ſnouf 
be preſented to the people, in a ruſtical and ſordid dreſſe. Or tbet he 
who ſpeaks from the Father of Languages, ſhould deliver his Ambaſſage in 
an ill one. Aman can never ſpeak too well; where his ſpeech is nei- 

ther light, nor obſcure; provided he ayms at converſion , and edificr- | 

| 


tion. n 
But it is one thing to ſalute Athens, in our way to Feruſalem, as S. F 
did: and another toſtay there, and go no farther. One thing ro uſe Kg. 
cular learning in Sermons, ſparingly, I mean, to ſprinkle Here and there #* | 
ſentence, example, or hiſtory, for ornament and illuſtration; and ane- 
ther thing to fraight them ſo full of theſe, that the stet muſt be throimm 
ovetboord. Borrow theſe Fewels of the Heathen we may, but to make" @* | 
Calf of them to worſhip, and ador-; is intolerable. og \ 2 wall 
Ir is Honour ſufficient, to admit humane Learning, and all lau Arts, 
as ſo many Ladies of Honour, to attend this «Queen of Heaven Divinity 3 
it is abominable, to make her ſubſervient ro them "Reſembling thereim 
the Councel of Trent: who preferred the Traditions of men, before the 
written Word of God. Or the Papiſts in general; who negleR the Bille, 
which is the Tree of life, the Word of life, the Bread and Water ot life 2 
to feed the peoples eyes with pictures, and bables; and their eares wich 
Legends and fables, For ſuch is the guiſe of ſome vain, and proud prea- 
chers; they will bring for every drop of divine teſtimony, a whole Flond 


z0 The Paſtors Adveent; 
of auchorives from Poets, Oraiors, Philoſopherv, Hiſtoriographery, and tin 
Ehe: which they uſe ns food, and not as ſayſe. For 4» touching, the 
$cripture, chey are not like the Bee, that fills her belly and thighes with 
bene) from the flowers : bur like the Buuterſe; which oncly dyes, and 
paints her wings in their colours, and fo leaves them: 
They childithly gather leaves, inſtead of ß uit, and ſeeds ; and male 
theic Sermons, as formerly they did their church windowes: ſo much paint · 
ing in them, to pleaſe the ſenſe ; that they quite keep out the light. Ot 
admit they do produce teſtimonies, end examples out of Scripture: it 
hall be to confirm things of ſmalleſt moment; and wherein themſelyti 
are concerned · So uſing Scripture, as the Athenians uſed money : which 
was for no other purpoſe, but ro number and caſt account wia. Or m 
the Kings of Egypt uſcd che ir treaſure : who fooliſhly conſumed the ſame, 
and the labour of the people; about nothing but the building of Pire 

mides, that were one ly for oſtentation. | | | ; 
Now what profit cedounds to the people? from this frothy, and vain 
kind of preaching 7 What likelihood is there, of their eonverting of a 
Ganer, or building up of a Chriſtian ? Well may theſe: Cobwebs of wi 
nnd learning : be curious, and admirable for their ſinaneſſe of thrid, and 
| work : dut they work no good upon, are of no ſubſtance, or proſit to the 
WE Toul. Les they do not more pleaſe the ear, then chey ſtarve the foul : Be- 
WL ing like a printed diſh of meat, to a hungry fomack. Or that golden Ban- 
Way gx, which caligula ſer before his gueſts ! which onely delighted che qe, 
da neither pleaſed the palate, nor ſatisfied the flowerch, So that to ſpeak 
18s tightly, chey coſen the World, with copper for gold, wich glaſſe for pearl, | 
SULTS wich ſemblance for ſubſtance, And ſell us breath, for the bread of life to 
13 Rcengthen us: and froth inſtead of cordial, and celeſtial water to com- 
Ln ysz Serving their judicious hearers, as Jacobs ſons ſerved their Fa- 
ber: who when he looked for Foſeph, preſented him with his party calou- 
HAY Fed Gear. And the reſt like filly men, blow at a Glow · worm; inſtead of a 
8108} cod of fre. For when all is done, they find but a cold, ſquallid matter, 
ber unable co heat them. | | | 
So chat the Lord may foy of ſuch Preachers; as he did of thoſe ſalſe 
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1 on. them not, nor com 
all, ſaith the Lord, verſ-. z. : 
Aud indeed, did their hearers bur obſerve how they profit by their cu- 


i Oracions, or Philoſophical Diſcourſes ; And hom unlike they = 
in | [4 


' $2, Act. 2.23. & 3.14, 15. & 8. 20,23. & 13.10, 40, 4,6. Gal. 3. 1, 2, J. 


The Paſtors eAdvecete: r 
10 Miners ef Gods ſending : they would 6nd that they are no mene 
Jie them, then Michaels Image of goats heir, was like David : as you may 
ſee, Matth ; · 7, 11, 12. & 12.31, 37. & 23. whole Chapter, Inhe 11. 39, 


Fer. 1. 17. Exck, 27. & 3.18, 20. & 6.2, 3. & 1. 4. Haſes g. 1. Airαν. 


7,2, Kc, 

"Ori taught the people with entherity, Matth, 7. 28,29. Yea how were 
the Zewes, whether triends or enemies 7 eflonied at bis doitrine. Aud fo 
of Folm Eaptiſt: Gravity. becomes a Pulpir. © Peters preaching was fo 
powerful ; char he pricke the very hearts of his hearers; and carehe, or 
converted eight thouſand ſoules, at two Sermons, Act. 2. 41. & 4. . 
S. Pauli Epiſtles were powetfil, and by his enemics own confection : 
yea how eloquent a pleader, was he ar the bar; In diſputation hom fab- 
tile? Though he was the greateſt enemy; to this kind of humane, and 
mererriciout eloquence that we read of 

S. 17. So thar rheſe are as mach in the one entream, as the former ate 
in the other: onely the former are ſuch a perverſe generation, ſa deus 
with an opinion of the Spirit, and ſuch bitter malignanrs ra learning, 
and pains in ſtudy : that they batrocado their hearts, not onely agai 
the admirment, of what any one of another judgment can alledgez bur 
even.againſt common ſenſe. For whar is Le ? bur reaſon i ! 
ved. Or Lodgich it ſelf? but Reaſon brought into Method and form: and 
therefore cannot wich reaſon, be diſliked, For can reafon ſo far deges | 


nerate ? as to hate, and contemn it ſelf, 
And the reaſon I take to be this: piety and learning have one ſmorn 
Foe , called ignorance: And ignorance hath ever the boldeſt face. 
All theſe things will they do unto you, fur my name ſake ſaith aur I,,) ] 
becauſe they haue not lnown him that ſent ing, Joh, 15. 21. Matth. 116, 23. 

To the Law, and to the Teftimony : if they fheah not according to this ward; 
it is becauſe there is nolight in them, Iſay 3.20 2 

Much more might be ſaid ; but irs needleſſe: ſince ir is ſo well knowny 
and obſerved: that Learning, and paines. in ſtudy find no enemies; bes 
che ignorant. la), and malitiozs. For as one ſauh well, 7 

Sloth fets and cenſures, what the Induſtreoue teach : 

Foxes diffrazfe the grapes, they cannot reach, 

Or as. another; The Knwvidus emmate, 
what they cannot init. | : 

| Yea in ſomereſped, to let them go on were good: and that both for 
Oratours, and Audits; that rhe ones preaching might ſer off the orheres 
For as a Fo ſois off the enel; fo make workmen more eſleem-· 
ed. And hence it was, thar-1/menias would mingle good and ibad Flu 
Mayers together, to the end it mighr add repure unto the one, and ſuamo 
unto the other. find that Intigenides the hi, itnending eo pt 
any curious leſſon; would give order, char before: or after ; ſome other 
bad Myſtiens, ſhould cloy and ſurfeir his Auditory, Beiides , of alf 

Mme , 


. 32 The Paſtori Advoeate: 
men inthe World, I have the leaſt mind t6 meddle with them: ind 1 
ſbould be as loth to have them meddle with me: they are fo foul mon: en 
thed; * And thetcin alſo my hope is depending; for like that Horſe, 
ſent to Doctor Butler in cambridge; they care not for Books,” - Yea they 
will allow of no Books to be read, but the Bible; (wherein by conſs 
quence, they condemn all preaching.) And therefore no wonder , they 
| whink all too much, that is given to the Miniſtry. 
So having a little ſtept out of my way, to meet with our Enthy» 
Faſts, as once « grave Divine ſtept our of his text, to meet with R. 
1 9 1 about his ſweering, I return to the parties with whom my — 
| 8. 18. Men envy not the prodigious wealth of Merchants, Lampert, 
cuurtiers; but they cannot hear of a Miniſter, that hath a tythe their 
4 ancanzs, but their hearts and ſplenes riſe at it. Nor muſt what they have 
be counted as due wages for their work: though as I ſſie ed before, be 
that preacbeth the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſßei, x Cor. 9. 7; to 15. Though 
bie thats taught in the word, is commanded to communicate unto him that 
Wl zeccherb in aff bis goods, Gal.6.6, Rom. 15. 27. Though our debt and da- 
9 to our ſpiritual Paſtors is ſuch, as that Paul cold Philemon, Thou oweft 
| anto ne, even thine ows ſelf, Philem. 19. And though the believing Ga- 
tathians received Paul as an Angel of God; yea even as Chriſt Feſus:. and 
| eo pleafure him, would if it had been poſſible, have plucked out their on 
des and baue given themuntobin, Gal. 4· 14, 15. But itmuſt be called, « 
. r ee | ROBIE 32. N. di TI 
And in caſe he ſceks to mend himſelf, by accepting of better meanes, 
WLE5 they will make it ſuch a hamous matter, as if he had ſtolen à horſe ; ot 
WET as if he had forſaken bis lawful wife, and married auother woman. As ic 
MY wouldamazze a man to hear, how confidently theſe blocks will main- 
ain; chat a. Minifter in this caſe, cannot with a good conſcience fot- 
1 * his people, yea though his aym and end be principally che glory of 


F As when all, or moſt in the Pariſh, blind themſelves with prijudice 
19 2gainſt him, and even ſtop their eaves againſt whatſoever truth he delivery, 
LES reſolving againſt their on converſion : · If he ſhall remove to ano- 
(her people, that will receive tim an the Galathians did Paul; and help 
chem co another whom they far more reſpect, and whoſe Miniſtry is 
; F more likely to do good upon them: they will moſt baſely calumniate 

| bim, and not hie alone ſhall ſuffer, bur all cheſe Churchmen ſay they, are 
[BUST fo coverous,thar they never think they have enough, And what hofpita- 
Et Gy do they keep > when they have ſcaree enough to fill the'bellies of 
WES chcic omn families: all which nor onely argues them as brainlefſe 25 
BE beaſts, but proves them to be as full of the ſerpents enmity, as the egge of 
Cackatrice is full of poyſon. But. 1 

S. 19. 3. A it is moſt umjuſt and uurtaſauableg ſo it is the moſt abowi- 

5/6 in Ga light of all other fins, = 
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The Paſtors Advocate; 33 1 
„Ho abominzhle it is, we way partly gather from che mann 
complains and reatnings which God throughout all the Ola * 


went utters for the robbing him of kis Tythes , Offerings, &c. Se 
Mal. 3. 8, 9, 10, 11. and I. 7, 8 I3, 14. Hag. 1. and 2, Cha |; 


og HI „ What is the root and Spring of this their Fight and uy - 
v the Miniſiry, bur an inbred enmiry and, hatred againſt God = 
ſelf} As when Satan flue Jobs ſons and ſervants, his malice was againſt 
feb, Or as when. Saul darted « ſpear at Fonathan , his fticht was 
aainſt David He that loves not the members, was never a friend to the 
And accordingly Ged takes what is done to his CHinifters or Melſen- 
gen, as done to himſelf, They have not caſt thee away, ſaith Cad ro Sa- 
mul, but they bave caſt me away, that 1 ſhould not reiguower them, 1 Sam. G. 
7. Tou are gathered together agaiuſt the Lord, ſaith Moſes,to Kyrab,.Datban, * 
ind Abiram; when they preſumptuouſſy told him, He and 4aroz had ta- 
len too much upon them; and what is Aaron, that ye murmur againſt hin 


Numb. 16. 11. 


And the like to the multitude, Exod. 16, The Lord heareth pam wur- 
ring, which ye murmure againſt him: and what are we ? your murmur⸗ 
gs are nat againſt us, but againſt the Lord, verſ. 7, 8. which is applyable 
lo, to all choſe with us; that murmur againſt Gevernours, or for the 
things they want. And ſhould God execute temporal judgments now; 
uin the time of the Law: there would be as many thouſands deſtroyed 
among us for murmuring; as there were among the 1/ractites : though 
Kis far worſe to be ſmitten with ſpiritual judgments in this life; and fo re- 

ed to eternal judgment, in the life to come, | 

And again, Lyke 10. He that hateth yox, hateth we s and be that deſpi- 
lth jou, aeipiſeth me i and be that deFiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me, 
jel 16. And again, He that haleth me, faith our Saviour, meaning as 


JW vas a Miniſter of the Goſpel, bateth my Father alſo, Job.15.23. Matth. 


1,6, which proves a world among us to be God-haters, Rom, 1. 30. 
Jeb, 7. 7. Many ſuch places I might aRcdge if Iwauld la © 
If men bozowred Chriſt, they could nor deſpiſe his Mixifers, his Ambaſſa- 
: if chey deſpiſe his Miniſters, they do not bonout Chriſt; and 
they do not honour him, he will never honour them. But ic appeares, 

nt tos many value not their Miniſter ſo much as they do their Horſe, 
ich is a ban af a deſperate condition. When Homer had ſpent many 
des in diſpraiſing the body of Theuſetes, he briefly deſcribes his ſoul 
That he was ex enem to Ulyſſes, And we need ſay no more of 
bad man, then he is ax enemy to bis Paſtor , chat is enough to brand 


For this is a ſure rule: he that now under the Goſpel, ſhewes a ſpight« 
all and malicious mind, tom gocd and holy Chriſtian ; ( eſpecially a 


er, ] it he had lived in Cbriſts * he would have been 60 150 
ave 


34 The Paſtors” Advocate: 
have driven the firſt nayl into bis body; and rather have been for Beribbg Wit! 
then Jeſus. Nor can we imagine, but ain Herod, and Hevodias tro Twit 
Paptift ; would have been an Ahab, and Fez abel to Elias. 1 * 
5. 20. But 4. It is not more uujuſt, unreaſonable, and abominae 
thea it is fooliſh and prejudiciall to our ſelves, For our ſelves ſuff 
moſt; and are the greateſt loſers in this kind of thrift. As mark di 
ligently I pray you, bur theſe few Scriprures, Is it time for your ſelves n 
dwell in your ſeeled Hoaſes, and this my houſe lye waſte, Hag. 1. Now ther- 
fore thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Conſider your own wayes; Tc have ſm 
much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough : ye drink , but 
Je are not filled with drink; ye cloathe you, but ye are not warm; and ly 
| that earneth wages, putteth the wages into a bag with holes. Thus ſaith 
the Lord of Hofs, Confider your wayes in your hearts; and go up to the 
| AMountdia, and bring wood, and build this Houſe ; and J will take plus. 
ſure mit, and I will be glorified in it, faith the Lord; Te looked for mu, 
and lo it came to little, and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it; 
end why ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ? even becauſe of my Houſe that 1s waſte, 
and ye turn every man uate his own Houſe, Therefore the heaven over youis 
ſtayed from dew, and the earth is ſtayed from her fuit >» And I called fas 
drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and nn 
the new wine, and upon the oyl, and upon al that the ground bringeth forth, n 
and upon men, and upon cattel, and upon all the labour of the hands, Hag,1, 
4. co Its 
And again in the ſecond Chapter, from the 15. verſe. And now! 
pray you conſider in your minds from this day and upward , even afore a fim 
was laid upon @ ſtone in the Temple of the Lord: ſince theſe dayes wen, 
when one came to au heap of twenty meaſures , there were but ten; when an 
came to the preſſifat for to draw out fifty veſſels out of the preſſe, there wet 
but twenty. I ſmote you with blaſting, and with mildew, aud with bal 
in all the labours of your hands; yet you turned not to me, ſaith the Lai. 
Conſider I pray you in your minds, from this day and upward, from the feu 
and twentieth day of the ninth moneth, even from the day that the foundatim 
of the Lords Temple was laid, conſider it in your minds. 1s the ſeed jet i 
the barn > yea, as yet the vine, aud the fig-tree, and the Pomegranate, an 
the Olive-tree hath not brought forth: from this day will 1 bleſſe you, Hag. 2 
15, 16, to 20. 
And again, Mal. 2. Will a wanrob God ? yet ye have robbed me, but 
Je ſay, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tythes and offerings; Te are cu. 
ſed with 2 curſe, for ye have robbed me, even this whole Nation, Bring 
all the tythes into the ſtorebouſe, that there may be meat in mine houſe, au 
prove m now herewith, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts , if I will not open ibe 
windowes of Heaven unto you, and pour you out a bleſſing without mu 
ſire , ſo that thers ſhall not be room enough to receive it. Aud I will it 
butke the devourer for your ſakes , and he ſha" not deſtroy the fruits 
jeu ground, neither ſhall your Vine caſt ber fruit before the ann" be 
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n in the field, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. And all Nations ſhall call you 
d, for ye ſball be a delightſome Land, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. 3. 8. 


013, bg 
\ 277 theſe places you may ſee, that iſ God be to be truſted, the onely way 
abound in all things, and to have them bleſt unto us, is to pi the Lord 
his dues ; Whereas from them that will nor pay the tenth, or a conſidera- 
ble part, be takes away, if not all the other nine, yet ſo much as may make 
xs no ſmall loſers: ' Acale worth the confidering of all that ſtudy ts be 
ich. Nor is it poſſible with words to, expreſſe the truth of a thing more 
dearly, fully, and plainly, then the Lord hath delivered himſclt to us 
en the fore- mentioned Scriptures touching this point, 3 
ah There was a Gentleman, well known and obſerved by many Miniſters, 
md other conſcientious Cbriſtians in this Land, that had the tythes of a Par- 
dee Ml ſmage impropriate; by right whereof he demanded rythe woe! of a Pariſhio- 
uh, wer who was very rich, and the owner of many hundred ſheep : he ſent 
it; ¶ him a very ſmall quantity, che ſervants ſhewed it their Maſter, rhe Maſter 
ile, bis neighbours, who all acknowledged that he did kim wrong. He deman- 
wit dd more, the other dexyed ro give more; and vowed in his choler, that 
or effi ithe were driven to pay more, he would never keep ſheep again, and ſo 
poll deprive him of that profit. The Law compelled him, whereupon be pub 
WM nvay his ſheep : after which he preſently fell into ſuch decay, that when this 
. Gentlemen was buried (which was not long after,) he among the reſt of 
the poor people, ſtood to receive ſuch almes as were given at the ſuneral, 
And this my ſelf can ſay out of experience; that in ſerving the Common- 
wealth when time was, I gained in a lawfull way many hundreds a year : 
but being unthankful, and not once intending to glorifile God with my 
ſubſtance; what I got, God did blow upon, and it was put into à bag 
with holes, as the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks, Hag. 1. 6, 9. for my eſtate rather 
i leſſened, then encreaſed : untill amongſt other things, I indented with 
my ſelf, io make conſcience of ſauctiſying the Sabbath, and to return to 
the giver (as he ſhould ditect,) the tythe of what 1 then was, or ever 
after ſhould be able ro expend *: whereupon I found ſuch a ſudden change, 
and that God did fo bleſſe and proſper me, that it appeared mir&ulous/. 
for no reaſon could I give of this his mercy, but his mercy., and O the 
depth ! Nor was this the one half: for as in a ſhort time, the. Lofd fra- 
med my eſtate to my mind; which made me leave off all publike em- 
ployment, he hath ever fince ſo framed my mind tomy eſtate and preſent 
condition (which amounts to more then all the millions this world is 
worth, ) rhar I think I may ſpeak it without vanity, there is not a man 
dive more brimfull of joy and content. I know I ſhall be counted 8 
fool for this + bur if it may be an inducement to others, to truſt God, or 
4 leaſt ro try him, in making conſcience of this foul and conſuming ſo; ir, | 
ſhall never trouble me. It is a happy loſſe, that makes God and his Church 
gainers, | | ; | „ „ 
21. I will cake leave to cloſe this diſcourſe with 4 double ſuite 3 
| C 1 ons 


—— 


— 


off at reſpect of Gad and their own ſoules. Neither do I need to preſſe ch 


' ſelf. And the Primitive times prove it; inſomuch that Luther ſaycs, lf 


36 The Paſtors Advocate, 
one to the pepple in general, the other to Sapream Authority: bali. 
_ ſhall come from an heart unfainedly devoted to the commas; 
$004, | 5 > 5. 
My ſuit to the firſt of theſc is ; that what hath been ſpoken may 385 
inducement to al! that have any fear of God, or love of their own ſaules, | 
try the ſucceſſe of paying to Miniſters their due: I ſpeak nor to the prapha 
for who can wonder that thoſe men diſregard their Miu fers, that have . 


whoſc hearts are changed by the power of their Paſtors preaching. Full 
great is che affed ĩon of a Convert, to the Miniſtry which hath been theliſh. 
. neans of his converſion: He accounts his very eyes but a mean vrecompence full, 
fo great a benefit, Gal. 4. 15- Yea, our debt and duty to our Firitual Ply 
-Rors is ſueh, as that Par told Philemon, Thou oweſt unto me even thine n 


ſoon as the Gaſpel took root iu mens hearts, and after when it revived agan, MW 
money grew dead. The glad tydings of the Gofßel, was ſo ſweet to them, tha. 


| way ; that they may live comfortably, without carking or caring 
1 . 


in compariſon, riches had no relliſh. 3 
I ſpeak not unto theſe, 1 ſay, but to ſuch. as have not hitherto made 
conſcience of this duty : and all ſuch I beſeech as they tender the good 
of their eftates here, and their ſaules hereafter, to take Gods Word ; Ay 
whit heart is able ro ſtand out, when he hears and conſiders what the Lad 
Tpeaks, Mal. 3: Do but try me, ſaith the Lud, if 1 will not pour out a bleſ- 
. upon you, & c. verſ. Io, &c. Probably that Barrel of meal L That ma 
eſtate] ſhall never waſte, nor that Cruſe of oyl ever fail, whereof the 
Prophet hath firſt a Cake, without grumbling, and without diſtruſt, 1 Kg. 
10. 17. to 17. Count it not loſt, what you give to your Paſtor: think it not 
Zotten, what you gall him of. Give him not the ſtarvelings of your breed; the 
beſt of all kinds, is fit to be conſectated to the Lord of all. Every ching we 
have is too good for us, if we think any thing we have too good for him, 
Say not with Fudas, why is this wafle ? but with David, 1 will not offet 
to the Lord of that which coſt me nothing, 2 Sam. 24 24. And by maintain 
ing your Puſtors body, he is inabled the better to ſecd your ſoules. When 
the lamp is not fed with oyl, there will be but a dark houſe. Vea admit 
your Miniſter growes ald: and be no longer able, or fit to feed your ſouls 
with ſpiritual wanna ; caſt him not off: bur maintain him and his charge, 
according to his former pains and deſerving, Yea, ler not his wife aud 
rhildren want, though he be dead. Occaſion not the world, to laugh 2 
the Miniſter, or his, when they come to beg a ſtraw of their own ſbeaf. I 
Tevite might not ſerve after fifty. What then ? muſt he loſe his m. ite- 
nance ? no, he bad the ſame proviſion fill, A man will not caft off his Dog 


| f being old, becauſe he hath a long time done him ſervice. 


' Secondly, My ſute to Supream Authority is t that they will provide the 
Miniſtry may be ſo maintained; it not by the name of Tythes, (which name 
one ly is made a colour to coſen the Clergy of all:) yet at leaſt in ſome 2 

at 


they 
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key (hall do, and where they ſhall ger their bread, when their own tem- 
el means is gone. The Lord hath committed the ſoules of Magiſtrates 
their Miniſters, but the bodies of Miniſters to the Magiſtrates. And in- 
xd what ſhould become of the Levites, if there were nor Lanes: and 
har of the Church, if there were no Tevites. 
And ſo much of contemning and robbing chriſts Ambaſſadours of the Mi- 
y; which is enaugh to prove, that Millions who think they love God, do 
ed, and in good earneſt hate him (For our love to God is beſt known by 
Var reſpeR to, and uſage of bis Mefſengers,) Of wronging and perſecuting 
oem in their perſons and good names; which followes in che tranſcribed 
n; together with the refidue of Englands fin and unthenkfulneſſe ; when 
the S:at3oner (hall be encouraged by the gccprance that theſe find , which 
Nee alrcady done, to print the whole in a larger character; which may well 
ie doubted, in that men are ſo taken up with Newes and controvorſie, (a 
trick of the devils) that few read profitable Divinity: or if ſo, not 
many can hear cheſe downright truths ; but they muſt alſo hear the ſen- 
Jace of the ir own condemmation. 
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The end of the firſÞ Part. 
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